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Creativity and Cooperation
In June I had the opportunity to travel to
Strasbourg, France, to speak at the Fifth
International Brethren Conference on Mission.
In the last 150 years brethren missionaries
have planted assemblies in 120 countries. We
now have 20,000 congregations with perhaps
2 million in attendance each Sunday. Nearly
500 leaders from 90 nations gathered in France
to network with each other, sharing practical
experience, ideas, and methods. I networked
with a number of other Bible schools, making
plans to be mutually helpful. Though there is
decline in some countries, there is remarkable
growth in others. Through the years many of
our international contacts have been lost. Some
national groups feel isolated. This conference
provided spiritual blessing and encouragement
to us all. We learned various cultural develop-
ments, current trends, and spiritual challenges.
I was particularly encouraged by the quality
and dedication of our younger leaders. I was
also shocked to find assemblies in countries
with governments so opposed to Christianity
that I imagined none would exist. I heard
many stories of bravery through persecution.

I was surprised how the assemblies in many
countries around the world are more organized
and cooperative with each other in evangelism
and church planting than we are here in the
States. In conversation I mentioned that
American assemblies cherish their autonomy.
They responded that their assemblies are

autonomous, too, and cooperate voluntarily
in an effort to see the gospel spread. I also was
surprised to see how creatively assemblies can
function while maintaining the same theology
and principles we hold dear. Creativity and
cooperation are two attributes I am growing
to admire among assemblies worldwide.
We can learn from them.

Emmaus is a leader in biblical education
among the brethren worldwide. We are well
known and respected. The most common
request is for help in training. Quality resources
are rare. The Emmaus Correspondence School
is a primary means of training in many of these
countries. We presented to them a new oppor-
tunity to study with our current professors in
our Dubuque classrooms via iTunes U over 
the Internet. They were very appreciative and
eager. Translating our teaching into other 
languages would increase their usefulness.
Please pray for us as we seek to help our
 brothers overseas.

Journey | F r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t

Kenneth Alan Daughters
President, 
Emmaus Bible College



Features/Departments
Journey Magazine, volume 9, issue 2, Winter 2012

Journey Magazine is published by Emmaus Bible

College, Dubuque, Iowa, USA.

Opinions expressed in articles published in Journey

Magazine are not necessarily those of Emmaus 

Bible College.

Editor: David A. Glock

Assistant Editors: Ken Daughters

Bible Editor: Dr. David J. MacLeod

Circulation Manager: Angie Hubbard

Design, Lay-Out: Jesse Lange, Jesse Fullan 

& Big Behr Design Co. 

Online-Journey: Jesse Fullan

How to contact us:

Journey Magazine

Emmaus Bible College

2570 Asbury Road

Dubuque, IA 52001

(800) 397-2425

www.emmaus.edu

Editor: journey@emmaus.edu
Subscriptions: journey@emmaus.edu

College Admissions: admissions@emmaus.edu

Alumni: alumni@emmaus.edu

Correspondence School: info@ecsministries.org

Believers Stewardship Services: 

www.believerstewardship.org

Other: info@emmaus.edu

Journey Magazine is available online at:
www.emmaus.edu/journey

Journey Magazine will consider, but is not responsible

for, unsolicited articles. Send submissions to Editor at

the address above. Submissions cannot be returned

unless accompanied by SASE. Advanced query is 

recommended.

The Sermon on the Mount –
A Homiletical Masterpiece - David A. Glock 

The most well known sermon in history is also a perfect illustration of
homiletical style and structure.  In this article observe the development 
of the Savior’s sermon as a model for all who would communicate 
divine truth.  

Put the Cookies Back 
on the Upper Shelf
- Dr. Charles Ryrie 
Master teacher and prolific author, Charles Ryrie, sets forth a strong 
argument for the necessity of expository preaching in a local church.
Examine this article and evaluate the level of the teaching ministry of 
your local church!

Love Wins—or Jesus Rescues? - Dr. Larry Dixon
The Bible speaks to the point of teachers who teach what people want to
hear.  Dr. Dixon addresses the latest popular attempt in redefining the
orthodox teaching of Holy Scriptures.  Read this and be equipped to defend
the truth of God’s Word.

Act in the Spirit - Alex Strauch
Unity in the church is a necessity for church growth and should be an 
outcome of applied expository teaching.  Enjoy this chapter from Alex
Strauch’s book concerning maintaining the unity of the body of Christ in 
the bond of peace.

Making a Multi-Speaker Sermon 
Series Work - Peter Mead

Multiple preachers can lead to a fragmented method of teaching God’s
Word.  This article will address the benefits of the use of a number of gifted
preachers and teachers, while at the same time maintaining unity and 
continuity in the exposition of the Word.  Consider this alternative for the
preaching schedule of your local church.
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TravelGuides
Walking with Jesus: 90 Devotionals on the Life of Christ
David A. Glock
ECS Ministries, 2011 
Whether in the classroom at Emmaus Bible College or behind a pulpit, David Glock has a
proven ability to exegete Scripture and make it practical. Walking with Jesus: 90 Devotionals on the
Life of Christ is the result of over forty years of his teaching on the life of our Savior. Follow this
90-day journey as Dave takes us from the announcement of Christ’s birth, through His life, to
His death and resurrection, and finally, to His bodily ascension into heaven. Dave’s unique writing
style is as refreshingly real and warm as are his classroom lectures. This book will help you
 ponder anew the Life of Christ.

Preaching and Teaching with Imagination: The Quest for Biblical Ministry
Warren Wiersbe
Baker, 1997 
After presenting an overview of the need for imaginative preaching and the role of imagination
in the Bible, Wiersbe gives helpful insights on how you can use imagery in various kinds of 
sermons. Thoroughly researched, well-documented, and highly recommended for beginning
preachers, this text is also packed with bibliographic material. 300 pages, softcover from Baker.

The Preacher and His Preaching
Alfred P. Gibbs
ECS Ministries 2002
This present books brings Gibb's encyclopedic knowledge of the subject within our reach. Gibb's
seriousness, thoroughness, energy, and urgency breathe from this book. First entitled A Primer on
Preaching, as Gibbs matured so his study of the sacred art of preaching grew. His final edition
was completed just months before his sudden homecall in an auto accident enroute to
Hamilton, Ontario, for a two week series of Gospel meetings.

The John MacArthur Pastor's Library, 4 Volumes
John MacArthur
Thomas Nelson, 2011
Encouraging, insightful, and challenging, MacArthur's comprehensive library will help you lead
with the passion of the apostles; counsel others with the practical, proactive, and relevant 
assistance of America's leading biblical teachers and counselors; powerfully apply the truth of
Scripture to the people in your congregation; and transform the current state of outreach in
your church. Four hardcovers, from Nelson.

Preparing Expository Sermons: A Seven-Step Method for Biblical Preaching
Ramesh Richard
Baker Books, 2001
“The Bible is what God has made. Sermons are what we make with what God has made.” This is
the foundation for developing expository messages, according to Ramesh Richard. His method
has been field-tested in training seminars for thousands of preachers around the world. Richard's
book is a simple do-it-yourself resource for developing and preaching expository sermons. It
guides the reader through a seven-step process, with many practical suggestions and illustrative
charts along the way. In addition, there are eleven appendices that include information on: how
to choose a text; preaching narratives; understanding your audience; and forms of sermon 
introduction. A comprehensive sermon evaluation questionnaire is included as well. This book 
is an updated and expanded version of Scripture Sculpture, and is ideal for beginning or 
experienced preachers.
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The Hardest Sermons You’ll Ever Have to Preach: 
Help from Trusted Preachers for Tragic Times 
Bryan Chapell 
Zondervan, 2011
When tragedy strikes, elders must be ready to offer words of hope, truth, and encouragement.
Gathering 25 essential sermons from today’s most trusted Christian leaders—including John
Piper, Tim Keller, Michael Horton, and others—Chapell provides Scripture verses and idea
starters to help elders preach on murder, suicide, abuse, AIDS, war, accidental death, abortion,
miscarriage, and more. 

It’s All in How You Tell It: Preaching First-Person Expository Messages 
Haddon W. Robinson, Torrey W. Robinson 
Baker Books, 2003 
Building upon the foundation of his “Big Idea” preaching philosophy, Haddon and his son Torrey
Robinson teach us how to move beyond explaining biblical stories to our congregation by
preaching from the perspective of one of the actual players in the biblical narrative. This work is
the most readable and practical introduction to first-person narrative preaching that is currently
available. This book is best read in conjunction with Haddon’s seminal work, Biblical Preaching.

Christ-Centered Preaching, 2nd Edition
By: Bryan Chapell
Baker, 2005
This complete guide to expository preaching teaches the basics of preparation, organization, 
and delivery—the trademarks of great preaching. With the help of charts and creative learning
exercises, Chapell shows how expository preaching can reveal the redemptive aims of Scripture
and offers a comprehensive approach to the theory and practice of preaching. He also provides
help for special preaching situations. The second edition contains updates and clarifications,
allowing this classic to continue to serve the needs of budding preachers. Numerous appendices
address many practical issues.

Biblical Preaching, Second Edition
By: Haddon W. Robinson
Baker, 2001
Haddon Robinson’s Biblical Preaching has become a modern classic on the preparation and
 delivery of expository sermons. Much has changed, however, in twenty years and Robinson has
undertaken the task of updating his work to benefit a new generation of preachers who will speak
to a markedly different world. While retaining the original outline of the book and Robinson’s
ten-stage process of sermon development, this new edition offers significant improvements. 

If You Bite and Devour One Another: 
Biblical Principals for Handling Conflict
By: Alexander Strauch
Lewis & Roth, 2011 
Conflict in churches is a pervasive problem we know all too well. If You Bite & Devour One 
Another is the only book of its kind, examining all the biblical passages on conflict and outlining
key scriptural principles for handling various kinds of conflicts among Christian—whether 
personal disputes, issues of Christian liberty in lifestyles, congregational matters, or disagree-
ments about important doctrines. The book emphasizes Spirit-controlled attitudes and behaviors
through solid Bible exposition and true-to-life stories of Christians handling real-life conflicts 
in a Christ-honoring way.
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s we consider the need for 
expository preaching in this issue   
of Journey, it will be beneficial for us
to consider the great Sermon of the
Savior delivered to His disciples at the
beginning of the Galilean ministry.
The teaching of the Sermon is not so
much the consideration, but rather
the structure and style employed for
clear communication.  

The Sermon is a motivational
sermon given to the disciples that
addresses the realities of character 
and holiness required for a follower of
Jesus. The Sermon begins by stating
the benefits of being a true disciple 
of Jesus Christ (Introduction). It
addresses the deeper requirements of
the Law that exceed outward obedi-
ence (Section I). It addresses the
inner attitudes of personal spirituality
rather than external display (Section
II). It addresses the demonstration of
spiritual reality in the treatment of
others (Section III). The Sermon con-
cludes with an invitation—a call to
action to apply the teachings of the
Sermon to life (Conclusion).

Some observations:        

1. There is a uniting theme to the
entire sermon—A Big Idea

2.  There is a clear introduction with
a promise of blessing—Motivation

3.  The are three main points to the
Sermon—Clear Organization      

4.  There are summary statements to
each section—Restatement

5.  There is a clear conclusion with a
call to action—Call to Action

6.  There is repetitious wording for
understanding—Memory Devices

7.  There are numerous illustrations
for clarity—Casual Clarification

The following samples will illus-
trate these observations:

1. Uniting Theme
“Do not think that I came to destroy
the Law or the Prophets. I did not
come to destroy but to fulfill. For I say
to you, that unless your righteousness
exceeds the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will by no
means enter the kingdom of heaven”
(Mt. 5:17, 20).

2. Clear Introduction
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth. Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall see God”
(Mt. 5:5, 8).

3. Clear Organization

POINT ONE: 
Attitude to Law (Matthew 5)
“You have heard that it was said to
those of old, ‘You shall not murder,
and whoever murders will be in dan-
ger of the judgment.’ But I say to you
that whoever is angry with his brother
without a cause shall be in danger of
the judgment. And whoever says to

his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger
of the council. But whoever says, ‘You
fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire”
(vv. 21-22).

“You have heard that it was said
to those of old, ‘You shall not commit
adultery.’ But I say to you that who -
ever looks at a woman to lust for her
has already committed adultery with
her in his heart” (vv. 27-28).—

“Again you have heard that it
was said to those of old, ‘You shall not
swear falsely, but shall perform your
oaths to the Lord.’ But I say to you,
do not swear at all: neither by heaven,
for it is God’s throne” (vv. 33-34).

“You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.’ But I say to you, love
your enemies, bless those who curse
you, do good to those who hate you,
and pray for those who spitefully use
you and persecute you” (vv. 43-44).                                             

POINT TWO: 
Attitude to Self (Matthew 6)
“Take heed that you do not do your
charitable deeds before men, to be
seen by them. Otherwise you have no
reward from your Father in heaven”
(v. 1).

“And when you pray, you shall
not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to pray standing in the syna-
gogues and on the corners of the
streets, that they may be seen by men.
Assuredly, I say to you, they have
their reward” (v. 5).

“And when you pray, do not use
vain repetitions as the heathen do.
For they think that they will be heard
for their many words” (v. 7).

“Moreover, when you fast, do not
be like the hypocrites, with a sad
countenance. For they disfigure their
faces that they may appear to men to
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be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you,
they have their reward” (v. 16).

POINT THREE: 
Attitude to Others (Matthew 7)
“Judge not, that you be not judged”
(v. 1).

“Do not give what is holy to the
dogs; nor cast your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them under
their feet, and turn and tear you in
pieces” (v. 6).

4. Summary Statement
Section One: Attitude to Law
“Therefore you shall be perfect, just as
your Father in heaven is perfect”
(5:48).

Section Two: Attitude to Self
“But seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you.
Therefore do not worry about tomor-
row, for tomorrow will worry about its
own things. Sufficient for the day is
its own trouble” (6:33-34).                                                                                                          

Section Three: Attitude to Others
“Therefore, whatever you want men
to do to you, do also to them, for this
is the Law and the Prophets” (7:12).

5. Call to Action
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is
the gate and broad is the way that
leads to destruction, and there are
many who go in by it” (7:13).

“Therefore whoever hears these
sayings of Mine, and does them, I will
liken him to a wise man who built his
house on the rock” (7:24).

“But everyone who hears these
sayings of Mine, and does not do
them, will be like a foolish man who
built his house on the sand” (7:26).

6. Repetition of Words
“Blessed are…” (5:3).
“Blessed are…” (v. 4).
“Blessed are…” (v. 5).
“Blessed are…” (v. 6).
“Blessed are…” (v. 7).
“Blessed are…” (v. 8).
“Blessed are…” (v. 9).
“Blessed are…” (v. 10)
“Blessed are…” (v. 11).
“You have heard that it was

said…” (5:21).
“You have heard that it was

said…” (v. 27).
“Again you have heard that it

was said…” (v. 33).
“You have heard that it was

said…” (v. 38).
“You have heard that it was

said…” (v. 43).

7. Numerous Illustrations
“You are the salt of the earth; but if
the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be
seasoned? It is then good for nothing
but to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot by men” (5:14).

“You are the light of the world. A
city that is set on a hill cannot be hid-
den” (5:14).

“Look at the birds of the air, for
they neither sow nor reap nor gather
into barns; yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not of more value
than they?” (6:26).

“So why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow: they neither toil
nor spin” (6:28).

“And why do you look at the
speck in your brother’s eye, but do not
consider the plank in your own eye?”
(7:3).

“Do not give what is holy to the
dogs; nor cast your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them under
their feet, and turn and tear you in
pieces” (7:6).

“Or if he asks for a fish, will he
give him a serpent?” (7:10).

Thus, in this wonderful Sermon
by the Lord Jesus concerning true 
discipleship, we also have a beautiful
sermon model to follow. Remember:

BIG IDEA • MOTIVATION
• CLEAR ORGANIZATION • 
RESTATEMENT • CALL TO
ACTION • MEMORY DEVICES
• ILLUSTRATIONS  ✟

Dave Glock
Dave is a graduate of Emmaus, Philadelphia College
of Bible, and Dallas Theological Seminary.  He has
taught at Emmaus since 1968 and has served as 
Dean of Education for most of that period.  He serves
as an elder emeritus at Asbury Community Chapel.  
Dave has four children, all of whom serve in
Assembly ministries, fourteen grandchildren, and 
one great grandson.
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I. What Is 
Expository Preaching?

Before listing some values in systematic
expository preaching, it is necessary to
be sure we are on the same page in
understanding the terms. “Systematic,”
according to a dictionary definition,
means methodical and is characterized

by thoroughness and regularity. It
emphasizes the need to preach exposi-
tory messages almost always. Of course
there will be occasions when it is
advisable to inject a topical or special-
occasion message which may not be
expository. It also reminds us to feed
our people a balanced biblical diet.
We all have favorite doctrines and

parts of the Bible, but we need to resist
the temptation always to talk about
our favorites. 

“Preaching” has the idea of 
proclaiming or setting forth ideas in a
sermon or presentation. Various rele-
vant words in the New Testament
include the ideas of translating (Acts
9:36; Lk. 24:27), giving the meaning

By Charles C. Ryrie



(Acts 8:35), announcing the gospel
(Lk. 2:10), and doing this correctly 
(2 Tim. 2:15 is used of cutting a path
in a straight direction so a traveler
could go directly to his destination). 

“Expository” means to set forth
the meaning of a writing in careful
and often elaborate detail. It means to
explain, expound, set forth, set, put,
expose. Thus expository preaching
translates the meaning of a text into
clear and detailed explanatory lan-
guage. Bible exposition may be of a
passage, theme, or subject in the
Bible. Exposition is not application,
though it is the basis for application.
Nor is it finding principles in a 
passage that are often imported from
another part of the Bible. In its purest
form expository preaching clearly
translates the meaning of a passage
into the language of the hearers. 

II. What Are the Tools for
Expository Preaching?

a.) The historical setting of the 
passage(s). The historical setting for
the book of Haggai illuminates the
various “calls” in the book. The signif-
icance and content of Daniel’s prayer
recorded in Daniel 9 grows out of the
historical setting described in the first
two verses. Passages in the New
Testament concerning various taxes
must be carefully distinguished from
each other. Passages which command
obedience to governments need to
describe the governments that are to
be obeyed.

b.) The context. I had a teacher who
constantly reminded us that it is always
safe to read the context. Ignoring the
context may result in a skewed if not
false interpretation. First Corinthians
2:9 often is used at funerals to describe
heaven. Actually, I recently read one
well-known evangelical who was at
the point of death and who declared
he soon would be experiencing that

verse. But read the immediate con-
text—the very next verse: God has
revealed these things to us by the
Spirit. Has revealed now, not will
reveal at death.

c.) Careful exegesis is an absolute
essential for biblical exposition.
Many passages are clear and the exe-
gesis is fairly obvious. With such be
sure you have discovered everything

the passage says and be careful not to
add things that are not there. Don’t
miss anything and don’t add anything.
More than one legitimate exegesis
may be possible with other passages.
In some cases one’s theology will
decide which exegesis is preferable.
Hebrews 6:6 and James 2:26 serve as
examples. In other cases good exegesis
may allow for two interpretations to
be legitimate. In 2 Corinthians 5:14
both my love for Christ and Christ's
love for me are accurate depending on
whether the genitive is subjective (my

love for Christ) or objective (Christ’s
love for me). Why not include both
ideas that constrain me to witness
(note verse 11 in the context)? If one
does not know the original languages
(or has gotten rusty!) a number of
helps are available to guarantee solid
exegesis—exegetical commentaries,
concordances, Bible dictionaries,
interlinear and other translations.

d.) Focus and build on a theme. No
law exists that requires only one theme
per message. Neither does a law that
requires you to squeeze a long passage
into one theme. A single verse, a
paragraph, a section, even an entire
Bible book may be handled under one
theme or several. One period during
the early days of my ministry I
preached to a congregation made up
exclusively of junior-age boys and girls
(ages 9-12). This was a church service
for juniors, not a junior church; there-
fore the message was to be a solid bib-
lical one (no story telling!). In the
fearlessness and naivety of youth, I
decided to preach Romans. Two things
made it work. One was to have the
kids bring and open their Bibles to
the text. Thankfully, these were days
before projecting the text on a screen
or the second idea would not have
worked. The second was to build my
sermons on specific words in the bibli-
cal text and to encourage the kids to
underline those words. This gave the
kids something to hold (their Bibles)
and something to do (underline and
thus to be attentive to the message).
Often parents would tell me what the
sermon was because their kids would
remember those words and the mes-
sage built on them.

e.) Define terms clearly. Remember a
good definition will work in all uses 
of the word. An English dictionary 
provides good help in defining biblical
and theological terms; e.g., ephod,
timbrel, church, Pentecost, mystery. 
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III. What Are Some Pitfalls in
Expository Preaching? 

a.) Be wary of reaching for principles.
If a principle emerges from the text,
fine; if you import and impose it from
outside the text (even though it is 
biblical), be wary. Finding principles is
often justified by starting with some-
thing we deem the audience needs,
then seeking a text which seemingly
supports it. But often, perhaps usually,
the support is something limited while
the principle is more universal. An
example: an evangelical preacher desir-
ing to encourage prayer support for his
city used Abraham’s pleading with God
to spare Sodom if there were 10 right-
eous persons in it (Gen. 18:32). The
principle he concluded was to promise
protection for his city (and any others)
if God could find 10 righteous people
in it. Indeed, he went on to suggest
that bands of 10 righteous people
should be formed within areas of a city.
Prayer for a neighborhood, city, or
country is certainly in order, but a blan-
ket promise of being spared is a reach.
As you read this, please do not try to
think of other passages that would 
support the concept. They, too, may
have to be unbiblically stretched if they
try to be universalized.

b.) Be careful not to offer false
 promises which are not in the text
itself. One favorite misuse of such is
2 Chronicles 7:14 where healing the
land is promised if people repent. But
specifically what land? The land of
Israel. But doesn’t the principle apply
to every nation? No. It is good and
pleasing to God for citizens to repent,
but there is no guarantee that such will
prolong the existence of that nation.

c.) Always be sure an accurate 
exegetical base exists in the text for
the principle. Also the principle must
be in accord with the context, immedi-
ate and wider. Sometimes this requires
balancing one principle with another

that may teach the opposite. For exam-
ple, God does deliver people from vari-
ous difficulties (Gen. 50:20) but not
always (Rev. 11:36-37).

d.) Be wary of a false, mystical inter-
pretation of the text. Do not look for
hidden meanings or deeper interpreta-
tions. Such may turn off the listeners
from their own study of the Word
 simply because they cannot find such
meanings.

e.) What about applying the text?
Certainly good exposition will include
the aspect of change hopefully in the
hearer. But since the basis and goal of
change is in the biblical text, that must
be given expertly and prominently.
Often the application of the text to
contemporary living will be obvious.
After all, the needs and problems in
people’s and churches’ lives are not that
different today from those in  biblical
times. To be effective any application
much be received favorably by the lis-
tener. Further, there may be more than
one application from a text,
and the one I thought of is
not necessarily the only
one. And always remember
that the Holy Spirit knows
everything about every lis-
tener and knows what he
or she needs. True, I may
also know, but equally true,
I may not know. Therefore,
I preach the Word and
know that the Spirit will
apply it tailor-made for
each listener. Some will
accept His promptings;
sadly, others will not.

Conclusion
We have the great privilege of 
handling God’s inerrant Word.
Handle it accurately, consistently,
and passionately. Trust the Holy
Spirit to use it in the lives of those
who hear it. ✟

Some of this material has been adapted from
my book, Ryrie’s Practical Guide to
Communicating Bible Doctrine (Nashville:
B&H Publishing, 2005). 
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Note: This article is adapted from Dr.
Dixon’s presentation at the 2011’s Iron
Sharpens Iron conference at Emmaus
Bible College. His book, Farewell, Rob
Bell: A Biblical Response to Love
Wins, is available through Amazon.com.

ob Bell, recently-resigned
mega-church pastor of Mars
Hill Bible Church in
Michigan and producer of the

Nooma video series, recently released
a book entitled Love Wins: A Book
about Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of
Every Person Who Ever Lived
(HarperOne, 2011).

His book, and the promo video,
dumped evangelicals on their heads.
Here is the text of the promo video
which caused such a stir:

“Several years ago we had an 
art show at our church and people
brought in all kinds of sculptures
and paintings, and they put them 
on display. And there was this one
piece that had a quote from Ghandi
in it. And lots of people found this
piece compelling. They’d stop and
sort of stare at it and take it in and
reflect on it. But not everyone found
it that compelling. Somewhere in
the course of the art show, some-

body attached a handwritten note to
the piece and on the note they had
written: ‘Reality check. He’s in hell!’
Ghandi’s in hell? He is? And some-
one knows this for sure? And felt
the need to let the rest of us know?
Will only a few select people make
it to heaven? And will billions and
billions of people burn forever in
hell? And if that’s the case—how
do you become one of the few? Is it
what you believe, or what you say,
or what you do, or who you know,
or something that happens in your
heart? Or do you need to be initiat-
ed or baptized or take a class or be
converted or be born again? How
does one become one of these ‘few’? 

And then there is the question
behind the questions. The real ques-
tion: What is God like? Because
millions and millions of people were
taught that the primary message, the
center of the gospel of Jesus, is that
God is going to send you to hell
unless you believe in Jesus. And so
what gets suddenly sort of caught
and taught is that Jesus rescues you
from God. But what kind of God 
is that that we would need to be 
rescued from this God? How could
that God ever be good? How could
that God ever be trusted? And how

could that ever be ‘good news’? This
is why lots of people want nothing
to do with the Christian faith. They
see it as an endless list of absurdities
and inconsistencies and they say,
‘Why would I ever want to be a part
of that?’

See, what we believe about
heaven and hell is incredibly impor-
tant because it exposes what we
believe about who God is and what
God is like. What you discover in the
Bible is so surprising—unexpectant-
ly beautiful—that whatever we’ve
been told or taught, the Good News
is actually better than that! Better
than we could ever imagine. The
Good News is that LOVE WINS!”

We will make some comments
about this script later, but we must also
include the text from the back of the
book which reads:

“God loves us. 
God offers us everlasting life 

by grace, freely, 
through no merit on our part. 
Unless you do not respond 

the right way. 
Then God will torture you forever. 

In hell. 
Huh?”
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The promo video and the book
have divided the evangelical world
into the pro-Bellums and the anti-
Bellums, those who either praise him
for his courageous viewpoint or casti-
gate him for his hip heresy.

My Purposes in This Article:

I would really like to accomplish three
goals: First, I’d like to remind us that
we have a responsibility to “prove all
things—[to] hold fast to that which is
good” (1 Th. 5:21, KJV). I really like
the Luther Bible’s translation of this
verse which says, “prüfet aber alles,
und das Gute behaltet.” Absolutely.
We should!

Christians should be marked by a
critical mind, but not by a critical spir-
it. The Bible teaches that there is a
faith, a content of truth which we
need to understand, enjoy, and defend
(Jude 3). The apostle Paul tells us in 1
Timothy 4:16 to “watch your life and
doctrine closely. Persevere in them,
because if you do, you will save both
yourself and your hearers.”

Believers in Jesus Christ will be
asked their opinion of Bell’s Love Wins.
Reading the book for yourself
will give you a certain measure
of credibility, but read it care-
fully! We need to encourage
the reading of not only
the Word of God and solid Christian
books, but also of material that chal-
lenges our Christian assumptions and
convictions. One writer, in expressing
his concern with our increasingly visu-
al culture, asks, “Will this generation
be one that ‘thinks with their emo-
tions and listens with their eyes’?”

Wanting to “speak the truth in
love” (Eph. 4:15) means that I should
have no interest in Bell-bashing, and
neither should you. But I do have
an interest in being like the Berean
believers who used the Scriptures to
evaluate what the apostle Paul said
(Acts 17).

The second goal of this article is
to answer the question, “Who is Rob
Bell and why should I care?” Bell was
the pastor of a large church in

Michigan, Mars Hill Bible Church
(not to be confused with Mark
Driscoll’s church in Seattle), and is a
graduate of Wheaton College and
Fuller Seminary. He is the producer of
the Nooma video series and author of
Velvet Elvis, Sex God, and other books,
and is the co-author of Jesus Wants to
Save Christians.

In this recent book Bell seems to
push the viewpoint known as univer-
salism, the belief that all without
exception will ultimately be saved.
If that viewpoint is unbiblical, you and
I should care enough to respond to his
teaching on this topic.

The third goal of this article is to
ask, What does Love Wins say, and
how should we respond? Although I
am glad he has raised questions about
the eternal fate of the lost, if his
answers do not line up with Scripture,
he is leading his readers astray and
needs to be corrected. 

Bell’s Advocacy of
Universalism:

In a number of places in Love Wins,
Bell uses language which makes it hard

to defend him from the charge of argu-
ing for universalism. For example, in
discussing the story of Sodom and
Gomorrah, he suggests that it is actu-
ally a story of hope and redemption for
all (see pp. 83-85)! He writes, “No
matter how painful, brutal, oppressive,
no matter how far people find them-
selves from home because of their sin,
indifference, and rejection, there’s
always the assurance that it won’t be
this way forever” (p. 86).

Bell clearly sides with a remedial,
rather than a retributive, view of hell.
The retributive view suggests that sin-
ners will be punished eternally as an
expression of God’s holy wrath and
justice. The remedial view says that
hell can be a school from which the
sinner may graduate. Bell says,

“Failure, we see again and again, isn’t
final, judgment has a point, and conse-
quences are for correction” 
(p. 88).

In discussing the story of the lost
coin, sheep, and son in Luke 15, Bell
says, “The God that Jesus teaches us
about doesn’t give up until everything
that was lost is found. This God sim-
ply doesn’t give up. Ever” (p. 101).
This theme of God not “giving up” is
returned to several times in Love Wins.
For example, Bell asks the question,
“Have billions of people been created
only to spend eternity in conscious
punishment and torment, suffering
infinitely for the finite sins they com-
mitted in the few years they spent on
earth? . . . in the end, will God give
up?” (p. 102).

Bell shows great respect for those
like Origen who have advocated uni-
versalism, arguing for that viewpoint
as a legitimate one in Christian
thought. He writes, “there are others
who [are] . . . trusting that there will
be endless opportunities in an endless
amount of time for people to say yes to
God. As long as it takes, in other
words” (pp. 106-107).

He suggests that the real prob-
lem is time: God simply needs to use
eternity to reach some people. Bell
writes, “Given enough time, every-
body will turn to God and find

themselves in the joy and peace of
God’s presence. The love of God will
melt every hard heart, and even the
most ‘depraved sinners’ will eventually
give up their resistance and turn to
God” (p. 107).

For those who want to defend Bell
against the charge of universalism
(which he has publicly denied), their
task is made more difficult by state-
ments like these: “Within this proper,
larger understanding of just what the
Jesus story even is, we see that Jesus
himself, again and again, demonstrates
how seriously he takes his role in sav-
ing and rescuing and redeeming not
just everything, but everybody” (pp.
150-151). “What Jesus does is declare
that he, and he alone, is saving every-
body” (p. 155).
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The Irrelevance 
of Personal Faith:

Bell implies that the work of salvation
for all is done and that our trusting in
Christ, in the gospel, has no effect on
our receiving the benefits of His work.
Bell uses the Luke 15 story to prove
that it is a story of integration, not
separation! (pp. 169-170). “The father’s
love cannot be earned, and it cannot
be taken away. It just is” (p. 187).
“Our trusting, our change of heart, our
believing God’s version of our story
doesn’t bring it into existence, make
it happen, or create it. It simply is” 
(p. 188). 

One of the favorite passages of
universalists is Jesus’ cry of forgiveness
from the cross. Bell also uses this text
to support his view. Referring to Christ’s
statement on the cross of “Father, for-
give them, for they do not know what
they are doing,” Bell says, “Jesus for-
gives them all, without their asking for
it. Done. Taken care of. Before we
could be good enough or right enough,
before we could even believe the right
things” (p. 189).

God Getting 
What God Wants?

As a master of questions, Bell refers to
1 Timothy 2’s statement that God is
not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to a knowledge of
the truth. In his chapter entitled
“Does God Get What God Wants?”
Bell asks, “Will all people be saved, or
will God not get what God wants?” (p.
98). “In the Bible, God is not helpless,
God is not powerless, and God is not
impotent” (p. 101). “Will ‘all the ends
of the earth’ come, as God has decid-
ed, or only some? Will all feast as it’s
promised in Psalm 22, or only a few?
Will everybody be given a new heart,
or only a limited number of people?
Will God, in the end, settle, saying,
‘Well, I tried. I gave it my best shot,
and sometimes you just have to be
okay with failure?’ Will God shrug
God-size shoulders and say, ‘You can’t
always get what you want?’” (p. 103).

God’s very greatness is dependent

on whether God gets what God wants.
Bell writes: “How great is God? Great
enough to achieve what God sets out
to do, or kind of great, medium great,
great most of the time, but in this, the
fate of billions of people, not totally
great. Sort of great. A little great” 
(pp. 97-98).

Bell’s Escape Clauses:

To be fair, there are several places
where he seems to deny universalism.
He says, for example, “Love demands
freedom. It always has, and it always
will. We are free to resist, reject, and
rebel against God’s ways for us. We
can have all the hell we want” (p. 113).
But we must not be deceived by his
use of the term “hell” here. It is

unlikely that he means eternal 
separation from God after this life.

The Bigger 
Question Bell Raises:

Apart from the issue of whether Bell
himself advocates universalism, the
larger question is, Should universalism
be considered a legitimate option in
evangelical Christianity? Is that 
position biblically defensible? Several
considerations must be kept in mind
in responding to this increasingly-
popular “option.”
1. There are no biblical texts which
support the idea of after-death
opportunities to hear and respond
to the gospel. Some wish to take 1
Peter 3’s reference to Christ’s

preaching to the spirits in prison
(as well as Christ’s so-called
“descent into hell” statement in the
Apostles’ Creed) as support for
post-mortem conversion, but the
biblical text does not support this
view. Death ends all opportunities
for conversion. Therefore we need
to get the gospel to people before
they die. Such passages as Hebrews
9:27 (“it is appointed unto men
once to die, and after this the judg-
ment”) and John 8:24 (“If you do
not believe that I am he, you will
indeed die in your sins”) do not
portray death as providing God
with innumerable opportunities to
persuade the lost to believe the
gospel.

2. Universalism was condemned as
heresy at the Fifth General Council
of Constantinople in A.D. 553. 

3. Universalistic-sounding texts (like
Philippians 2 and Colossians 1) do
not support the viewpoint that all
will be saved when carefully ana-
lyzed. Philippians 2, for example,
portrays a forced acknowledgment
of Christ by the lost.

4. Those who advocate universalism
must minimize the final authority
of Scripture, and especially the
teachings of the Lord Jesus, to hold
their view.

5. Universalism makes no sense of
texts like the story of the rich man
and Lazarus in Luke 16, the parable
of the sheep and the goats in
Matthew 25 (v. 46:  “Then they
will go away to eternal punishment,
but the righteous to eternal life”),
or the description of the eternal
state in Revelation 20-21.

6. Universalism eviscerates the gospel
and the need for evangelism and
world missions. Why should
Christians go to other countries,
learn difficult foreign languages and
cultures, and eat what human beings
were never intended to eat, if all
will eventually be saved? Univer -
salism makes a mockery of Christian
martyrdom. Why lay down one’s
life if eternal, post-mortem opportu-
nities for conversion will be given?
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I agree with Kevin DeYoung when
he writes, “According to Bell, salva-
tion is realizing you’re already saved.
We are all forgiven. We are all loved,
equally and fully by God who has made
peace with everyone.…Bell is saying
God has already forgiven us whether
we ask for it or not, whether we repent
and believe or not, whether we are
born again or not.…Bell categorically
rejects any notion of penal substitu-
tion. It simply does not work in his
system or with his view of God.…At
the very heart of this controversy…is
that we really do have two different
Gods. The stakes are that high. If Bell
is right, then historic orthodoxy is
toxic and terrible. But if the tradition-
al view of heaven and hell are right,
Bell is blaspheming. I do not use the
word lightly, just like Bell probably
chose ‘toxic’ quite deliberately. Both
sides cannot be right.”
(http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/ke
vindeyoung/2011/03/14/rob--bell--
love--wins--review/).

Summary Comments and
Areas Evangelicals Should
Work On:

Before concluding our article, we must
make some comments about Bell’s
promo video. If Ghandi died without
Jesus Christ, then, yes, he is in hell.
And, yes, one needs to be born again
to become one of the redeemed “few.”
Does Jesus rescue us from God?
Scripture is clear that He rescues us
from God’s wrath (1 Th. 1:10). What
kind of God would need to be rescued
from? Answer: a thrice-holy God. The
Good News is that God Himself in the
Person of His Son provides a ransom
for those who believe.

The back cover text mocks the
gospel and implies that God tortures
people simply for not responding in
the right way. This minimizes unbelief
and the price Christ paid to save us
from our sins.

There are a number of areas
where evangelicals need to do work:
1. What is the gospel?
2. How essential is belief in the

gospel now? How does biblical
belief differ from mere opinion?

3. Does God owe anyone salvation?
If so, how does that relate to His
mercy?

4. What about those who have
never heard? (Bell’s scheme as a
kind of theodicy?)

5. What can we profitably learn
from classic and neo-liberalism?
What are the dangers?

6. Are labels always libelous? When,
if ever, should we use the term
“heretic”?

7. What is the relationship between
social concerns and the sharing
the gospel?

8. What exactly did Jesus accom-
plish on the cross?

9. What is the role of questions in
gaining a deeper understanding of
theology? Are all questions inno-
cent and honest? (What about the
devil’s in Genesis 3?) What is the
value of clarity?

10. How should we deal with false
teachers in a fragmented world
where no one is held accountable
and no one ever gets excluded for
any reason?

11. What exegetical work remains to
be done on the universalistic-
sounding passages?

12. How do we stand against our
celebrity-obsessed culture? Who

influences us and why are we
influenced by them?

13. How can we learn to engage in
vigorous theological thinking
without resorting to caricaturing
or compromise?

14. Is the overall teaching of the Word
of God one-ness or two-ness (that
is, is there only one eternal des-
tiny for all, or two possibilities)?

15. What work needs to be done on
the wrath of God?

16. What is our understanding of the
biblical view of death?

May the Lord help us do our work 
and stand strong for the once-for-all-
delivered-to-the-saints’ faith. ✟
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hapel Hill Church, a large, Bible-  
believing church, invited an 
evangelist for a week of special

messages. At the end of the week, the
evangelist challenged the congrega-
tion to develop a deeper devotion to
Christ and to be more committed to
sharing the gospel. Then—without
showiness, coercion, or endless
appeals—he invited people to come
to the front of the auditorium and

kneel with him in prayer. His 
messages had touched many

people’s hearts and they
responded to his

invitation. 

But this church was not accus-
tomed to altar calls, and as the meet-
ing ended a prominent church mem-
ber expressed to all within earshot his
disagreement with the evangelist’s
altar call. His loud, angry words and
facial expressions shocked those
around him. He accused the evangel-
ist of unscriptural practices and emo-
tional manipulation. He even threat-
ened to leave the church if the leader-
ship did not deal immediately with
the situation. 

Upon hearing the angry man’s
accusations, some people jumped to
defend the evangelist. They saw that
God had used the evangelist to revive
their spiritually dry church and sup-
ported his challenge to greater evan-
gelism. They accused those who
opposed the altar call of being narrow-
minded traditionalists who always
resisted change. They also accused
them of being insensitive to the Holy
Spirit’s leading and of not caring for
the lost. 

Other people sided with the
angry complainer, claiming that the
evangelist was preaching a gospel of
easy-believism. They made slanderous
remarks about the evangelist’s motives
and character and labeled anyone
who agreed with him as “liberal.”
They also attacked the church leaders,
saying that they lacked spiritual dis-
cernment. They went so far as to ask
the church leadership to resign, claim-
ing that they had “sinned” against
the church by inviting a wolf in
sheep’s clothing to preach.

Soon gossip and rumors lit
up the phone lines. Past griev-
ances against one another

were rekindled, and hurtful accusa-
tions flew in every direction. Angry,
inflammatory speech became the
mode of communication.
Misinformation, fear, suspicion, and
distrust abounded. Friends and family
members were recruited to choose
sides. The church leadership commu-
nicated poorly with the congregation
and the anger and hatred escalated.

Within a year, Chapel Hill
Church split into two separate groups.
Each group claimed to be defending
God’s truth. There was no desire on
the part of either group to seek recon-
ciliation. They were happy to be done
with one another.    

Although the name Chapel Hill
Church and this account are both fic-
tional, the behavior attributed to this
church is not. The description of the
fight at Chapel Hill Church is not an
exaggeration. It reflects the attitudes
and behaviors seen in countless other
church fights and splits. 

Regardless of our theological view
of altar calls, we should be able to
agree that the behavior of these
Christian believers showed total disre-
gard for nearly every biblical com-
mand concerning Christian conduct
and speech. They behaved like people
who knew nothing of the gospel and
the Holy Spirit. They acted more like
spoiled, ill-mannered children than
mature, Spirit-indwelt believers.  

Seeing the disastrous effects of
such conflicts should compel us to
ask, “How are Bible-believing
Christians who are indwelt by God’s
Spirit and in possession of the guid-
ance of God’s Word to handle their
disagreements?” No group of people
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should be as well equipped to handle
conflict as Bible-believing Christians.
The Bible provides detailed instruc-
tions for handling conflict construc-
tively. Christ provides the power of
the Holy Spirit to enable us to obey
God’s Word and to control our sinful
passions. 

The theme of this chapter is
foundational to the rest of the book:*
When conflict arises, our attitudes
and behaviors should reflect our new
life in Christ given by the Holy Spirit
who lives within us. We are to display
the fruit of the Spirit and not the
works of the flesh. We are to walk in
step with the Spirit’s leading. We are
to be Spirit-controlled and not flesh-
controlled or out of control. Let us
examine this foundational principle as
it is expressed in Galatians 5:13-26; 1
Corinthians 3:1-4; and James 3:13-18.
These three passages of Scripture form
the bedrock upon which much of this
book rests. 

1. WHEN FACING CONFLICT,
DO NOT DISPLAY “THE
WORKS OF THE FLESH”

Much of the contentious infighting
and unnecessary divisions that plague
many churches today result from
believers acting according to the flesh
and not walking by the Spirit. This
was true of some of the New
Testament churches as well.
Recognizing the potential harm of
such behavior, Paul, the apostle,
addressed the problem in his letters to
the churches of Galatia and Corinth.

a. Sinful Conflict in the 
Churches of Galatia
Serious discord over the role of the
Mosaic Law in regard to salvation and
Christian living threatened the life
and unity of the newly planted
churches of Galatia.1 So Paul, one of
the founders of these churches,
warned the new believers:

But if you bite and devour one
another, watch out that you are
not consumed by one another.
(Gal. 5:15) 

Their conduct, writes one com-
mentator, was “more fitting to wild
animals than to brothers in Christ.”2

If these new Christian believers did
not stop fighting, no one would sur-
vive the carnage.

After Paul warns of the potential
for mutual destruction within the
believing community, he identifies the
cause as “the works of the flesh”:3

Now the works of the flesh are
evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits
of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divi-
sions, envy, drunkenness, orgies,
and things like these. (Galatians
5:19-21; italics added)

The eight social sins italicized
above describe sinful attitudes and
behaviors displayed among the
Galatian believers. It is likely that you
have seen many of these behaviors
displayed in your own church experi-
ence. As you consider these eight
“works of the flesh,” know this: The
Holy Spirit is absolutely opposed to
each of them.4 Verse 17 states, “For
the desires of the flesh are against the
Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are
against the flesh, for these are opposed
to each other.” The Holy Spirit does
not lead believers to commit these
social sins: to bite and devour one
another or to provoke one another to
fits of anger or bitter jealousy.  

Paul also warns that conceit (or
pride) is at the root of many of these
base, sinful behaviors: 

Let us not become conceited, 
provoking one another, envying
one another. (Gal. 5:26)

Conceit led some of the
Galatians to arrogantly provoke oth-
ers into angry, theological debates in
order to prove their superior knowl-
edge. In other cases, conceit led
believers to envy those who threat-
ened their self-importance. So instead
of “through love [serving] one another”
as brothers and sisters in Christ (Gal.
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5:13), the Galatians were provoking
and envying one another.  

Paul’s catalog of social vices
stands as an objective check to our
behavior. So the next time you are
involved in conflict, stop and think.
You know you are yielding to “the
desires of the flesh” if any of the
above sinful vices are displayed in
your behavior or attitude.

When the brother in our opening
story about Chapel Hill Church
spewed out angry accusations against
the evangelist, for example, he obvi-
ously was yielding to “the desires of
the flesh” rather than to the Spirit’s
leading. When other believers started
to divide into contending factions and
to feel hostility toward one another,
they were displaying rivalry and 
enmity. These sinful works of the flesh
showed clearly that they were not
yielding to “the desires of the Spirit.”

b. Sinful Conflict in the Church 
at Corinth

Christians in the church at Corinth
also exhibited the sinful “works of the
flesh” and experienced disruptive con-
flict. In fact, “there was not another
church founded by Paul, as far as we
know, that was so plagued by sin and
division.”5 The Corinthian believers
had the Holy Spirit, yet in behavior
and attitude were like people who are
devoid of the Spirit. David Garland
comments that they acted “no differ-
ently from the rest of Corinthian soci-
ety.”6 In other words, they were a
worldly– minded group of Christians.

In his letter to this strife-torn
church, Paul puts his finger on the
problem: 

. . . you are still of the flesh. For
while there is jealousy and strife

among you, are you not of the
flesh and behaving only in a
human way? For when one says,
“I follow Paul,” and another, “I
follow Apollos,” are you not
being merely human? 
(1 Cor. 3:3-4) 

Although the Corinthians prided
themselves on their spirituality and
knowledge, their quarrels, jealousies,
and factiousness proved that they

were not walking by the Spirit. They
possessed abundant gifts of the Spirit
but lacked the graces of the Spirit.
Their manner of life was inconsistent
with that of people who profess to
walk by the Spirit and represent the
truths of the gospel. 

So in 2 Corinthians 12:20, Paul
lists eight sins of discord among the
Corinthians that, if continued, would
require severe apostolic discipline:

“quarreling, jealousy, anger, hostility,
slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder.”
This list of eight social sins is similar
to the list in Galatians 5:19-21. All
these social sins are evidence of “the
works of the flesh” that result in much
conflict. There could be no hope for
unity in the church at Corinth until
believers acknowledged and repented
of their fleshly, unChristlike conduct.

2. WHEN FACING CONFLICT,
DISPLAY “THE FRUIT OF 
THE SPIRIT”

God has always wanted his people to
live in a way that would demonstrate
his holy character to the unbelieving
world.  As people who are born of
God’s Spirit, each believer is a “new
creation” in Christ (Gal. 6:15) who is
to handle conflict in a radically differ-
ent way from that of the flesh-driven
world.7 The one thing Christian
believers are not to do when engaged
in conflict is to revert back to our old,
pre-conversion, flesh-driven ways of
behavior.8

a. Walk by the Spirit

The Christian life begins the moment
a person receives the Holy Spirit of
God and experiences a profound, radi-
cal life transformation. The difference
between the old life before conversion
and the new life after conversion is
analogous to the difference between
death and life or between living in
light and living in utter darkness.9

This new life is to be continued by
means of faith in God’s Word and
dependence on the empowering pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul assumes that his Galatian
readers have believed the gospel and
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have been born again by the Spirit.
However, he reproves them for not
living consistently by the Spirit’s
power and direction. Many of them
were trying to live the Christian life
in their own strength by following the
Old Testament laws of Moses rather
than living by the power of the Spirit.
Therefore, his response to the inter-
personal conflicts and erroneous views
of Christian living among the
Galatian believers was to tell them to
“walk by the Spirit,” that is, to be “led
by” or “live by” the Spirit: 

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and
you will not gratify the desires of
the flesh. . . .  But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not under
the law. . . .  If we live by the
Spirit, let us also walk by the
Spirit. (Gal. 5:16, 18, 25)

This passage is one of the most
significant passages in the New
Testament for instruction on how to
live the Christian life. It is, as one
theologian says, “theological dyna-
mite.”10 Walking by the Spirit
requires an active, step-by-step, daily
effort to live the Christian life by
means of the presence and enabling
power of the Holy Spirit. Nothing but
the indwelling presence of the Holy
Spirit is sufficient to enable believers
to resist the desires of the flesh and to
live the Christlike life. 

b. Display Christlike Character by
the Fruit of the Spirit

The Holy Spirit seeks to form
Christlike character qualities in the
life of every individual Christian and
every local church body. These
Christlike qualities promote right atti-
tudes, godly conduct, and healthy

human relationships—the very quali-
ties the strife-torn congregations in
Galatia desperately needed. Paul’s
nine descriptions of “the fruit of the
Spirit” form a composite picture of
Christlike character and conduct:
“love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is
no law” (Gal. 5:22-23). We know that
we are walking by the Spirit when we
see “the fruit of the Spirit” displayed
in our daily conduct and inner atti-
tudes.11

One commentator writes that this
fruit is “nothing less than the practical
reproduction of the character (and
therefore the conduct) of Christ in
[the] lives of his people.”12 “The fruit
of the Spirit,” then, provides an
objective guide to our attitudes and
behavior when dealing with conflict.
So we should always ask ourselves:
“Am I displaying Christlike character
and the life of the Spirit when I deal
with disagreement or someone who
opposes me?” Hopefully we should be
able to answer: “Yes!” “It is tragic,”
states Donald Guthrie, “that church
life has often been wrecked through
failure to observe the responsibilities
of walking in the Spirit.”13

When caught in a storm of con-
flict, one fruit of the Spirit that is

especially needed to navigate safely
through the storm is “self-control”
(Gal. 5:23). Lack of self-control is a
major problem during conflict, but the
Holy Spirit provides power over the
fleshly excesses generated by the pas-
sions of anger, jealousy, hatred, and
the spirit of revenge. Christian believ-
ers who control their emotions and
thinking by the power of the Spirit
are best able to handle conflict con-
structively and bring about a just reso-
lution. They are Christians who don’t
bite and devour their brothers and sis-
ters in Christ.

In contrast, when people act
according to the flesh, they are out-of-
control emotionally. They do not dis-
play the fruit of the Spirit and have
the potential to do terrible damage to
other people and to the name of
Christ. Such was the case at Chapel
Hill Church. Outsiders would never
know that the Spirit of the living
Christ dwelt in the hearts of the peo-
ple there. The people at Chapel Hill
Church did not walk in a manner
worthy of the gospel, nor did they
appear to be new creations in Christ.
Instead, anger, pride, revenge, and
slander characterized the believers at
Chapel Hill Church. It was only a
matter of time before they would all
be “consumed by one another.”

3. WHEN FACING CONFLICT,
DISPLAY “THE WISDOM 
FROM ABOVE”

James, our Lord’s half-brother, gives
sound advice regarding conflict
among Christian believers. He writes
about two kinds of wisdom that are
particularly important to recognize
when dealing with conflict: 
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But if you have bitter jealousy
and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not boast and be false
to the truth. This is not the wis-
dom that comes down from
above, but is earthly, unspiritual,
demonic. For where jealousy and
selfish ambition exist, there will
be disorder and every vile prac-
tice. But the wisdom from above
is first pure, then peaceable, gen-
tle, open to reason, full of mercy
and good fruits, impartial and sin-
cere. (James 3:14-17)

First there is “the wisdom from
above,” which is from God’s Spirit. It
produces purity of heart and mind,
sweet reasonableness, graciousness,
mercy, sincerity, and peace (James
3:17). Then there is the wisdom from
below, which “is earthly, unspiritual,
demonic.” It produces uncontrolled
speech, bitter jealousy,14 selfish ambi-
tion, unbridled passions, strife, pride,
“disorder and every vile practice”
(James 3:2-4:6). 

When we experience heated dis-
agreements with fellow Christians, we
should use James 3 to guide our con-
duct and speech because it directly
addresses controlling the fiery tongue
and defines proper Christian conduct.
Without such wisdom, we are at great
risk to “bite and devour one another.” 

In one church, for example, some
people jumped to their feet to high-
five one another, hoot, and rejoice
immediately after the congregation
narrowly and contentiously voted to
fire the pastor. They didn’t seem to
care that the pastor’s children stood
nearby, looking on as people celebrat-
ed the ousting of their father from his
position. What impact do you think
such behavior had on their view of

Christian people and life in the
church? 

How does God view such behav-
ior? We only have to read James 3:15
to learn that such behavior reflects   

the wis-
dom from
below and “is
earthly, unspiritual,
demonic.” Such
behavior produces
“disorder and every
vile practice” 
within the church
family. The winners may
have won their election and ousted
the pastor, but at the judgment seat of
Christ, God will have the last word
on their  “success.”15

4. LEARNING TO HANDLE
DISAGREEMENT AS A
SPIRIT-CONTROLLED 
CHRISTIAN

Conflict presents one of the
toughest challenges to walking by the
Spirit. If only we would recognize that
every conflict is a test as to whether
or not we will display Christlike char-
acter, the wisdom from above, and the
reality of the gospel in our lives.16 If
only the believers who ousted their
pastor had recognized the test and
sought to conform their attitudes to
the wisdom from above. If only the
believers at Chapel Hill Church had
recognized the test and been as con-
cerned about their sinful attitudes and
conduct as they were about altar calls.
Incredibly, believers in both cases

were willing to act sinfully and unbib-
lically in order to “win” or prove
themselves “right.” They did not seem
to care that they were grieving the
Holy Spirit of God by acting accord-
ing to “the works of the flesh,” which 

the
New
Testament
clearly
denounces. 

In many church
disputes, believers fight
for so-called truths that
are not explicitly
revealed in Scripture
while egregiously violat-
ing the clear and repeated
teaching of Scripture on
godly conduct and atti-
tudes. This chapter
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began, for example, with the story of
the brother who made an angry out-
burst after an evangelist’s altar call.
He, and the members and leaders of
Chapel Hill Church, displayed “the
works of the flesh” rather than “the
fruit of the Spirit” as they dealt with
the issue. What could they have done
differently to keep in step with the
Spirit and the instructions of our Lord
Jesus Christ?

a. Pray

As soon as the man realized that he
was emotionally upset, he should have
asked his heavenly Father for wisdom
and self-control. If he had prayed “in
the Spirit,”17 the Holy Spirit would
have brought to mind specific scrip-
tural passages—ones he had read
many times—about how a Spirit-led
believer thinks and acts when emo-
tionally upset. In fact, all the members
of Chapel Hill Church needed to pray
for the Spirit’s guidance before taking
action. 

Prayer is essential to walking by
the Spirit. Through prayer, the Holy
Spirit convicts us of our sin and
moves us to confess and amend our
ways. The sinful attitudes and behav-
iors of people on both sides indicate
that they did not sincerely trust God’s
instructions or the Spirit’s power.
Rather, the angry man and the other
members of the church took matters
into their own hands, ultimately let-
ting their flesh dictate their behavior.

b. Check Our Attitudes 
and Conduct

God does not lead his people to “bite
and devour one another” like wild
animals. As well-taught Christians,
the angry brother and other members
of Chapel Hill should have checked
their attitudes and conduct by the rule 

of God’s Word which the Spirit
always uses to direct the Lord’s people.
They should have recognized that
they were yielding to “the desires of
the flesh” and displaying “the works of
the flesh” and the wisdom from below.
They should have recognized that
anger was rising up and vying for con-
trol and that they must exercise extra
caution in order to prevent uncon-
trolled anger from becoming a golden
opportunity for the devil to do his
destructive work (Eph. 4:27). 

They needed to renounce all gos-
sip and slander against the evangelist
and inflammatory accusations against
one another. These behaviors could
not be justified by the excuse that
they were fighting for the truth
because their behavior contradicted
the truth. They had lost all balanced
perspective on what is most impor-
tant. Altar calls are not inherently
sinful; what is sinful is giving free
reign to unrestrained anger and hostil-
ity toward others. Everyone involved
needed to wait until their emotions
subsided and their minds cleared so
that they could address the issue 
with Spirit-directed wisdom, patience,
gentleness, reasonableness, and 
self-control. 

c. Act in Love

Love would have moved the man to
think first of the spiritual welfare of
the people around him rather than his
personal desire to make known his
opinion and vent his anger. A loving,
Christlike attitude would have said: “I
don’t personally agree with altar calls,
but I know that this evangelist
preaches Christ crucified to many lost
people. For that I thank God. I will
get down on my knees and pray that
the Spirit will use him to see many
more people come to Christ.”18

Putting the welfare of others first
is what it means to walk in love by
the power of the Spirit. Instead, the
believers of Chapel Hill Church did
not act in love toward one another.
They did not bear “with one another
in love” (Eph. 4:2). They had knowl-
edge of love (of which they were very
proud!) but violated every New
Testament principle of love. 

d. Seek the Counsel of 
Spirit-filled Believers

Before the man condemned all altar
calls, he should have sought the coun-
sel of the church leaders. Scripture
states that the Holy Spirit sets “over-
seers” in the flock to shepherd “the
church of God” (Acts 20:28). The
man did not consult with the church
shepherds to express his concerns or
to ask for their guidance. In fact, the
church leaders should have invited
people to talk with them if they had 
questions or had heard rumors that
needed to be addressed. 

Seeking counsel from other
Spirit-filled believers is one way of
being led by the Spirit. The people
needed their leaders to remind them
of proper Christian attitudes and
behavior during stressful times of dis-
agreement. They needed their leaders
to warn them about the divisive sins
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of gossip and slander. It is unfortunate
that the church leaders failed to
quickly acknowledge the problem and
to present to the congregation a clear,
constructive course of action (see
Acts 6:1-3).

e. Treat Others with Kindness 
and Gentleness

The man who had a problem with the
evangelist didn’t seem to know the
appropriate attitudes or manner by
which to handle controversy among
his fellow believers. Yet 2 Timothy
2:24-26 is quite clear: 

And the Lord’s servant must not
be quarrelsome but kind to every-
one, able to teach, patiently
enduring evil, correcting his
opponents with gentleness. God
may perhaps grant them repen-
tance leading to a knowledge of
the truth, and they may escape
from the snare of the devil, 
after being captured by him to 
do his will. 

Although the above passage
applies directly to dealing with false
teachers and their followers, it also
serves as a guide for how we should
treat fellow believers with whom we
have doctrinal disagreement.   

When the time was right, the
man could have approached the 
evangelist and, without making accu-
sations or attacking his motives, gen-
tly asked about his reasons for altar
calls. He may have learned something
from the evangelist; on the other
hand, he may also have helped the
evangelist. Perhaps both of them
would have learned more of what it
means to walk in a manner “
worthy of the gospel of Christ” 
(Phil. 1:27).

f. Be Humble

After evaluating his behavior and see-
ing the chaos he caused in the
church, the man needed to humble
himself and repent of his angry out-
burst. He had chosen the wrong time
and place to speak out. He had slan-
dered and questioned the motives of a
fellow servant of the Lord, which he
had no right to do. He needed to rec-
ognize his sin and repent, and he
needed to apologize to the people who
had heard his angry accusations. 

When sinful infighting broke out,
the leaders of the church should have
called for prayer, fasting, and repen-
tance in order to restore an attitude of
humility and love. They should not
have tried to deal with the problem
until self-serving, sinful attitudes were
first amended. With an attitude of
Spirit-controlled humility, the dis-
agreement over altar calls could have
been handled civilly and constructive-
ly. Instead, believers chose to bite and
devour one another and make a first-
class display of “the works of the
flesh.”  

How will we respond to conflict
as individual believers and within our
church families? Will we display the
beautiful fruit of the Holy Spirit, or
will we display the ugliness of the
flesh? Every conflict reveals whether
we practice what we preach, whether
we are doers of the Word or hearers
only (James 1:22). Every conflict
reveals the genuineness of our
Christian life (1 Cor. 11:19). Jesus
said, “If you know these things,
blessed are you if you do them” (John
13:17) and we each are accountable
to him.

If we live by the Spirit, let us also
walk by the Spirit. Let us not
become conceited, provoking one
another, envying one another.
Galatians 5:25-26 ✟
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ome churches never try such a 
thing. Some assemblies have no

alternative. How do you combine a
group of preachers, one Bible book
and a set of Sundays into an effective
sermon series? 

A well-planned and well-execut-
ed series of sermons has great leverage
in the life of the fellowship. However,
there is often a real inconsistency in
the preaching of a series. This incon-
sistency undermines the effectiveness

of the series in the life of the assem-
bly. A single series should present the
message of a book clearly, reinforce
that message and sear it into the
hearts of the gathered assembly. Sadly,
an inconsistent series can amount to
little more than background noise in
the life of the fellowship.

What are the typical weaknesses

found in multi-speaker series?
Inconsistent explanation of the book’s
historical context, flow of thought or
overarching idea. Confusingly differ-
ing perspectives on the book’s purpose
or theological center. Unnecessary
repetition of illustrative or supporting
materials. A lack of repetition of key
series elements making it seem like
random messages that happen to be
from one book. The list could go on!

So how can we make a multi-
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speaker sermon series work? Here are
12 practical suggestions:

1. CLARIFY THE SERIES’ GOALS.
For a single message to be effective, it
is important to define the specific goals
for the message. Haddon Robinson
refers to sermon purpose as the preach-
er’s target—a bulls-eye at which to
aim the big idea of the message. This
purpose should be specific, concrete,
defined. The same is true for a series
of sermons. What do the elders hope

to achieve by the preaching of this
series to this assembly at this time?
The goals may influence the choice
of book (if it is a series of studies in a
Bible book), or the book may influ-
ence the goals. Once the goals are
established and written down, the
 elders can then make key decisions
including who will speak in the series:

2. FORM A TEAM OF 
PREACHERS FOR THE SERIES. 
Rather than having individual speak-
ers enter the process as speakers for
individual passages, form a team of
preachers for the whole series. It is so
easy to preach as separate individuals,
with no interaction between the
speakers in a series. Yet this is a great
opportunity for team camaraderie to
develop. The speakers each know
what the others are putting into the
series. They understand the goals, the

emotions, the struggles. Encourage 
e-mail and phone conversations
between the speakers. Pray for one
another. Really seek to stand together
in the mission of preaching this book
to the fellowship. The team may con-
sist of all elders, some elders, or even
no elders (unlikely, but if so, have one
elder on the team anyway to maintain
oversight). While an elder maintains
oversight of the project, allow the
team to take ownership of the series:

3. GIVE THE TEAM 
OWNERSHIP OF THE SERIES. 
It is tempting to over-prescribe a series.
That is, inviting people onto a team,
but with passages, titles, suggested big
ideas, etc. already mapped out for them.
This will feel like a “pseudo-team.”
Allow participants to take ownership
of the whole. If various individuals are
entrusted with preaching single mes-
sages, it is not unrealistic to allow
them influence over the whole series
(recognizing that the elders must
maintain appropriate oversight over
the series, as they should over individ-
ual messages). Perhaps the team should
work together on how the book should
be divided, the titles of messages and
so on.

4. CONSIDER LIMITING THE
NUMBER OF SPEAKERS.
Instead of rotating through six speak-
ers in a 12-part series, cut it down to

three or four (even fewer in a shorter
series). This makes for greater conti-
nuity and ownership of the series. If
your church has six capable speakers,
perhaps use the others to form the
backbone of the next series (and give
them good time to prepare for it). If
your church does not have six capable
speakers, then why are six preaching?
Obviously each assembly is different,
but the problem is often the desire to
spread a series over too many speak-
ers, rather than not having enough.

One further thought, if the series is
broken for a special Sunday such as
Mother’s Day, be careful not to auto-
matically put a “now and then”
preacher in for that day. It is tempting
to do so since they can prepare for
months and not worry about being in
a series, but such days also tend to
bring guests in to the assembly (why
not give guests a taste of the quality
of preaching that they will hear on
a “normal” Sunday?) Perhaps pull
a preacher in from the team that is
planning the next series for this kind
of Sunday.

5. PLAN AHEAD AND ALLOW
PLENTY OF LEAD TIME. 
If a team is formed at the last minute,
then each speaker will only be able
to focus on their next message. It is
important to give as much as several
months of lead time if possible. Good
lead time allows the speakers to 
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ponder the Bible book and the series
as a whole. It allows the speakers to
plot a combined strategy for the series,
so that the best material isn’t all
poured into the first messages, leaving
the rest of the series to just survive.
This lead time allows the speakers to
form effective message and series
titles. Rather than a bland title that
sends the congregation to sleep in
anticipation, titles should intrigue, stir
curiosity, create tension. The title of a
message should not be the main idea
of the message. 

6. EVERY MESSAGE DOES NOT
HAVE TO COVER THE SAME
AMOUNT OF TEXT. 
It is tempting to simply slice up a
book in equal chunks. Typically a four
chapter book is preached in four weeks,
a six chapter book in six. However,
there are times when one week might
cover a larger chunk of the book,
while another week might focus in on
a few verses. It is important to recog-
nize that some speakers are better at
handling a passage requiring a big pic-
ture view, summarizing and handling
the flow of several units of thought.
Equally, other speakers do better with
explanation of fine detail. 

7. EVERY MESSAGE SHOULD
STAND ALONE, AND STAND
FOR THE SERIES. 
It is best to assume the listeners will
only hear one message, rather than
the whole series. Thus each speaker
should make each message stand alone
and give clear statement of the over-

arching idea for the series. This way
the message of the whole series is
reinforced in each message for those
who hear multiple messages. This does
not mean that every sermon has to
repeat the same amount of historical
background detail. This can become
tedious and is not always necessary for
a message. It is also important for the
speakers to communicate with each
other enough so they know what’s
coming. Knowing what is coming
next week allows the speaker this
week to integrate preview comments
or teasers to motivate return visits.

If those teaser-comments are well
planned, they may motivate attendees
to bring guests with them. For exam-
ple, “You may be wondering how this
principle might work in the home. Next
week we will see how effective it is in
marriage, then the week after, in parent-
ing. Perhaps you know someone who
might benefit from those messages.” 

8. WORK TO EACH SPEAKER’S
STRENGTHS. 
We know that different speakers have
different strengths, yet we don’t
always assign passages accordingly. In
some assemblies subject matter may
determine which speaker takes the
subject, sometimes predictably so.
However, there is more to a message
than its subject. Some passages require
a detailed analysis and explanation;
others require a broader survey of
material. Some preachers do better
with big-picture messages, others with
fine detail. Then there are those pas-
sages that touch on sensitive issues,

and others that beg for creativity in
presentation (such as a dramatic
monologue/first-person presentation). 

9. CONSIDER A NON-PREACH-
ING TEAM MEMBER. 
Perhaps a research assistant could
feed quality information and potential
support material to the speakers on
the team. This would help strengthen
speakers who are weaker in these
areas, while providing a mentoring
opportunity for a potential future
speaker. It is too easy in the busy rou-
tine of maintaining the program to

fail to invest for the future. Is there
really any good reason why mentoring
is not happening in every area of
assembly leadership and ministry?

10a. HAVE A PRE-SERIES 
MEETING OF THE SPEAKERS. 
Have the speakers read through the
book and do some initial thinking on
the book’s major chunks, overarching
idea and purpose, preaching sections,
and a rough statement of the main
idea for each preaching section. This
meeting could take some time, but if
we place a high value on the pulpit
ministry of the assembly, then why
not? Also, share any particularly help-
ful resources. For instance, I recently
started a series in 1 Peter at our fel-
lowship and found one commentary
to be very strong on the historical
background of the book. It would be
better for all the speakers to know
that resource rather than presenting
several differing perspectives.
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10b. IN A LONGER
SERIES, HAVE A
MID-SERIES 
EVALUATION. 
It is wise to avoid a series
that goes so long it starts to
drag. So by longer series, I
mean 8-12 Sundays rather than
4-6. A time of evaluation would
provide an opportunity to get together
and discuss the strengths and weak-
nesses of the series so far. It would give
an opportunity to highlight areas that
could be strengthened by the group as
the series continues. Perhaps it would
be time for a re-evaluation of the later
sections in light of further study, or
just a good chance to pray for each
other and the messages that lie ahead.

11. AS A TEAM, SELECT ONE
INDIVIDUAL TO WRAP-UP THE
SERIES SO THAT IT HAS
A STRONG FINISH. 
In light of the team interaction, there
may be one preacher especially suited
to wrapping up the series, perhaps the
one with the best grasp of the whole
book. Instead of fading to the finish,
finish strong with a message reviewing
the book in its entirety—a big-picture
finish with a big punch.

12. GET FEEDBACK AND HAVE A
POST-SERIES EVALUATION. 
Share lessons learned and make sug-
gestions for future series. Also, at the
end of the series, or at the end of the
year, put closure on the teamwork
with some kind of thanksgiving and
celebration. Incidentally, perhaps each
member of the team could recruit a
prayer partner for the team, thereby
adding the support of faithful prayer
warriors in the assembly. Why not
include these people in a post-series
thanksgiving too?

Conclusion

A series of messages preached by more
than one preacher can be very power-
ful. Equally, a series can be deeply dis-
appointing. These suggestions are
made in the hope that such series can
be leveraged to the maximum. The
Word of God is a central source of
blessing in the life of any fellowship.
Why not take steps to be the best
stewards of sermon series that we 
can be? ✟
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hen I was saved in 1970 and
came under the expository teaching of
the Word of God at Littleton Bible
Chapel, it was a revelation. Not only
did I hear the truth of God’s Word
carefully and fully explained, but I
also recognized how powerful it 
was in changing my life. Paul’s 
commendation of the believers in 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 has always
reminded me of my beginning faith as
a believer: “For this reason we also
constantly thank God that when you
received the word of God which you
heard from us, you accepted it not as
the word of men, but for what it really
is, the word of God, which also per-
forms its work in you who believe”
(NASB). Hence, what remains always
critical for Bible teachers is the man-
date that the body of Christ must be
built up and strengthened in God’s
Word, that the power of the Word be
given free rein in our lives.

Several years ago, R. Kent Hughes
made this comment concerning the
importance of expository preaching:
“[It] will only flourish when the
preacher believes that Scripture is
wholly inerrant, totally sufficient and
massively potent.”1 How true this is!
Preachers of the Word need to be
confident that their painstaking expo-
sition will have its resultant effect on
the listener. Its potency is the uncom-
promising influence of the Holy Spirit
in the life of the believer. I reveled in
this as a baby Christian, and I contin-
ue to wonder at the irresistible power
of the Spirit of God in me as a mature
believer. It is the exhortation from
text that the apostle Paul continually
emphasized in his encouragement to
believers: “[Hold] fast the word of life”

(Phil. 2: 16); “let the word of God
dwell richly within you” (Col. 3: 16);
“[hold] fast the faithful word which is
in accordance with the teaching, that
[an elder] may be able both to exhort
in sound doctrine and to refute those
who contradict” (Ti. 1: 9). Our pulpits
must ring with these directives!

Because I have worked with youth
for my entire professional teaching
career, I feel it is critical as well that
our youth in the pews hear the unvar-
nished truth of Scripture and its rele-
vant application. In an age when rela-
tivism and intellectual doubt besiege
youth—whether from the Internet or
from college classes or from television
—churches cannot afford to make any
assumptions about what youth are
learning and retaining from God’s
Word. Preachers must make truths
from Scripture appropriate for the
whole congregation, including both
references to and careful considera-
tion of those issues that face youth
today. If we “mean what we say,” then
we must “say what we mean” in clear
terms that youth can grasp and hold
fast in their hearts. However compli-
cated and disillusioning the issues may
be that face our youth today, no issue
is removed from the scope and power
of scriptural teaching. Young people
often may feel that the issues they
face are too complicated or too distant
from the understanding of their par-
ents and other adults. This is not so.
Our children must hear clearly from
the pulpit that God’s Word is suffi-
cient for them—and powerful
enough—to deal with the world they
face. They must internalize what all
believers must accept: “For the word of
God is living and active and sharper

than any two-edged sword, and pierc-
ing as far as the division of soul and
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and
able to judge the thoughts and inten-
tions of the heart” (Heb. 4: 12).

It is a sad reality that many Bible-
preaching churches today experience
decreasing numbers of churchgoers
who gravitate toward seeker-friendly,
mega-programmed church services
that promise to give them a “more
friendly gospel” and a comfortable
social network. Included in those fam-
ilies are the children who ought to be
preparing to become the leaders of the
body of Christ in the coming years.
The quality and caliber of expository
preaching must remain the central
focus of our churches if we expect to
maintain godly, scriptural influence in
the body of Christ—and if we intend
to hand the baton to our youth and
see them run with it. ✟

1 R. Kent Hughes, August 30-31, 2007,
Northcutt Lecture Series at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Chris Lange
Chris Lange recently retired from the faculty at Emmaus
Bible College where he taught English, literature and 
history for eleven years. Having ministered to high school
and college students throughout his 34 year teaching
career, Chris continues to invest in the spiritual formation
of young men and women through various counseling and
teaching ministries.  Chris and his wife Nancy will soon
celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary and have four
grown children and three grandchildren.

W



Faculty member Dave MacLeod leads us in a public forum to

discuss issues pertinent to contemporary Christian life. Last

issue he asked the following question: 

Dr.
MacLeod
Asks

While waiting for the Sunday service to begin, retired Emmaus faculty member, 

Dr. David Reid, was reading over a local assembly’s weekly bulletin when he glanced at

their doctrinal statement. It was well written, orthodox and centered on the great truths

of the faith. “Dr. Dave” was startled, however, when he read the paragraph on the Trinity.

It said, “God is one in essence and has three personalities.” After the service he pointed

this out to one of the elders and said, “This sentence is modalistic.” The elder thanked

Dave, brought the offending sentence to the other elders’ attention, and the bulletins

had been corrected by the following week’s service. My question is in three parts: 

(1) What was wrong with the doctrinal statement? (2) What is modalism? 

(3) What does your church’s doctrinal statement say about the Trinity?

J. J. Routley Responds
The essential error with the assembly’s doctrinal statement was a confusion

regarding the nature of God. It’s a confusion that has been a problem from time to
time in the history of the church. The doctrinal statement of the local chapel
stated: “God is one in essence and has three personalities.” That sentence has
two parts. First, God is one in essence. This is the clear teaching of Scripture,
supported by both Old and New Testaments (see Deut. 6:4, Eph. 4:6, and James
2:19 for a few examples). Another way of stating this is to say there is one divine
nature. The word of God is clear that there is only one divine nature. We do not

worship three separate “gods.”
The second phrase of that doctrinal statement said that God “has

three personalities.” This was where the statement erred. It is not right
to say God has three personalities. Instead the Bible teaches that the
one God eternally exists in three distinct persons. If we say God has
three personalities, the implication is that He is one person who
sometimes acts as “Father,” sometimes as “Son” and other times as
“Spirit,” much like an actor would assume different roles in his
career. This is the heretical teaching called modalism.

Historically, modalism was an attempt by some in the days
of the early church to reconcile the strict monotheism of the
Old Testament with Jesus’ claims to deity in the New
Testament.  Sabellius, one proponent of this view, thought
that God manifested Himself as Father in the OT, later as
Jesus to redeem humanity from sin, and then as the Holy
Spirit to aid in the life of the church. The early church
rejected this teaching as unbiblical. Modalism is dangerous
because it ultimately eliminates the real distinctions
between persons in the Trinity, and claims that the Father
is the same person as the Son (but a different manifesta-
tion or personality), the Son is the same person as the
Spirit, etc.
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The baptism of Jesus is one exam-
ple of an instance where each person
of the Trinity was present at the same
time (Mt. 3:13-17, Mk. 1:9-13, Lk.
3:21-22). Look also at John 12:27-29,
where the Son spoke to the Father, and
the Father responded to Him. If God
manifests Himself sometimes as Father
and sometimes as Son, passages like
John 12:27-29 reveal some kind of
divine schizophrenia, where God is
really only holding a conversation with
Himself. 

The doctrinal statement of my
local chapel reads as follows: “We
believe in one God. He is the Creator

of everything, and has always existed
in three equal Persons—Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit—called the Trinity.” I
believe this is an accurate doctrinal
statement about the Trinity, and
emphasizes two points regarding the
nature of God. First, God is one in
nature, or essence. We serve one God,
not three. Second, God eternally exists
as three distinct persons who each par-
take or share in the one divine nature.
The divine nature is not divided
between the three, but they each in
themselves are fully God in the same
way that the three together are 
fully God.

Although the incorrect doctrinal
statement (of the assembly Dr. Dave
visited) appears to be an innocent mis-
take, it provides us with a good
reminder. We must be knowledgeable
in our understanding and careful in our
communication of the nature of God.

J.J. Routley
Dubuque, IA
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NEXT ISSUE’S QUESTION:

A Brethren assembly writer from Glasgow, Scotland pointedly addressed preachers in the

United Kingdom, “We hear much devotional ministry and challenging exhortation from the

platform, but neither of these will be of any lasting value unless they are seen to be rooted in

the text of Scripture. Too often the passage read has little bearing on the message which fol-

lows, and it takes little intelligence on the part of the congregation to notice that the speaker

lacks divine authority for his pronouncements. A superstructure is only as secure as its foun-

dation, and preaching, however impressive, eloquent, or emotional, is so much rhetorical hot

air if divorced from the Word. It is fast becoming a rarity these days to hear exhortation

clearly built upon correct exegesis. It is even more of a rarity to hear expository ministry!

The reason is not hard to seek. Exposition requires effort. And it is precisely such effort which

I would urge upon my readers” (David J. Newell, “The Believer’s Library (3): Some Basic Bible

Study Aids (ii),” Believer’s Magazine (March, 1999): 73–74).

My question is threefold: (1) What do you think of Mr. Newell’s philosophy of preaching? 

(2) Does the condition Brother Newell describes have any bearing on conditions in North

America? (3) In light of his remarks, how would you describe the preaching in your assembly

(anonymous replies will be accepted)?

Please send responses to Journey Magazine, Emmaus Bible College, 2570 Asbury Road,

Dubuque, IA 52001, or e-mail to  journey@emmaus.edu. Include name, city, state, and daytime

phone number. Letters may be edited to yield brevity and clarity.



Faculty Additions

Emmaus is pleased to announce the
addition of several new faculty mem-
bers for the 2011-12 academic year.
Sheri Popp and Megan Von Bergen
join us as full-time faculty members;
Kristin Eby and Joshua Miekley join
us as adjunct faculty.

Sheri (Vititoe ’90) Popp, and her
husband, Robb (’92) are both EBC
alumni who met at Emmaus and were
married in the Marble Chapel by Ken
Daughters. Sheri holds a B.S. in
Biblical Studies from Emmaus and a
M.Ed. and an Ed.S. from Missouri
Baptist University. The Popps have
been living in the St. Louis area for
the past 17 years where Sheri taught
English and Social Studies at both the
middle school and high school level.
Sheri will teach in the Teacher Educa -
tion and General Education depart-
ments and assist with assessment plan-
ning and processes. In their free time,
Robb and Sheri enjoy golf, volleyball,
and trout fishing.

Megan Von Bergen joins our
General Studies department. She spe-
cializes in English literature and writing.
Megan holds a B.A. in English from
Bob Jones University and an M.A. in
English from Kansas State University.
Megan comes to Dubuque almost
directly from the Czech Republic
where she has been teaching high 

school English for the past several
months. She combines her love of lit-
erature (especially Milton and Dante)
with a love of traveling and has been
to both Europe and China. In addi-
tion to teaching English composition
and literature classes, Megan is coor-
dinating the new Academic Support
Center at Emmaus.

Kristen Eby and her husband,
John, and two daughters, live in the
Dubuque area. Kristen teaches vocal
and choral music in Dubuque both
privately and at the University of
Dubuque. She joins our Music depart-
ment as an adjunct faculty member,
teaching private voice lessons and a
course in Diction and Song Literature. 

Joshua Miekley joins the Inter -
cultural Studies department as an
adjunct faculty member. Joshua holds
a B.A. in Christian Education from
Wheaton College, an M.E. in
Literacy/TESOL from the University
of Cincinnati, and is currently pursu-
ing his M.Div. at Trinity International
University. He has ministered in both
Kosovo and Albania as a church
planter and a teacher, most recently
teaching at Albanian Bible Institute
from 2009-2010. Joshua and his wife,
Bona, have three children. 

Missions Trip to Ireland

On May 17, I joined nine other team
members (ages 18 to about 72) from
the U.S and Canada on a three week
missions trip to Ireland with TnT
Teams (www.tntteams.org). We spent
one week in Newcastle West (Co.
Limerick), one week in Waterford,
and one week near Dublin helping
local missionaries and believers with
magazine deliveries, door-to-door
evangelism, open air street evangel-
ism, youth clubs, and a few other
 ministries. We were privileged to have
several musicians on the team, and
singing became a significant part of
our activities in the local church
meetings, open air street evangelism,
and even an Irish fair!

I would like to share two encour-
aging stories of our time near the end
of the trip. One of the afternoons as
I was knocking on doors with a girl
from the local assembly near Dublin,
we had a really encouraging conversa-
tion with a girl named Katrina. We
asked her if she owned a Bible and if
she had ever read it. She did not own
a Bible but said that she was reading
some of it online. She has attended

News from
Emmaus
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the Catholic church, but she is not
satisfied with what the priests are say-
ing and wants to know the truth for
herself. We were able to share some of
the Gospel with Katrina and gave her
a New Testament along with contact
information for the local assembly.
On our last day in Dublin, we were
attempting open air street evangelism,
but the intermittent rain was making
it difficult. Rain, however, did not
stop a Muslim man from listening,
and even though the sketch board
was a mass of red paint by the end,
the man listened to the entire message
before leaving with one of our maga-
zines that included a testimony of
a former Muslim. 

The trip really stretched my faith
and forced me to step out of my com-
fort zone, but it was an amazing
opportunity to share the gospel with
the Irish people and get to know some
of the believers in Ireland. It was neat
to see how God provided a wonderful
team and how He was working in the
lives of the people we met.
—Elisa Cooper

Rome Study Tour
May 14-30, 2011

This past May, six students, staff
member Lauren Ashby, and faculty
member Dr. Donald Patten set out for
Rome, Italy, as part of a study abroad
trip on contextualizing Roman
Catholicism. The six students spent
one week in studies at a sister Bible

college in Rome, the Instituto Biblico
Evangelico Italiano (affectionately
referred to as IBEI), where they delved
into Roman Catholic history and the-
ology and discussed approaches for
evangelizing Roman Catholics. Ron
Diprose and Fares Marzone handled
the teaching load for the one-week
intensive courses.

Following the week of course-
work, they embarked on a tour of
 several religious sites in an effort to
understand the way Roman Catholics
practice their faith. They traveled to
Assisi, Italy, where they visited the
Basilica of St. Francis. The views
of the city were breath-taking and
the basilica held frescoes that were
awe-inspiring to behold. After Assisi
they visited Monte Cassino, the 
first  official monastery in Western
Christianity. From Monte Cassino
they traveled to Florence, Italy, where
a number of important cathedrals
were built. The team also spent part
of the day shopping and eating the
fine Italian food the city offered to
tourists. They ended their tour by
spending a day viewing the Coliseum,
catacombs, and historical sites
through out Rome. The memories 
will last a life time!

Summex Trip to France

Each year Emmaus sponsors Summex
Teams. Summex stands for “Summer
Missionary Exposure.” Lasting two to
four weeks each summer, teams are
exposed to a rich experience at several
levels. First, they become acquainted
with what the Lord is doing through-
out the world, as well as meet the key
people He is using. Second, they
experience the culture first hand, in -
cluding the people, the language, the
food, and the customs. The experience
is significant, often life-changing.
Students struggle to adapt, and make

friends, and share their faith, and
learn the language. On top of it all,
the team serves in various projects.

This year, Summex went to
France. During week one, the team
volunteered at the Fifth International
Brethren Conference on Mission,
where 450 missionaries and workers
from about 90 countries gathered to
pray, share resources, report on and
rejoice in what the Lord is doing, and
challenge one another. The confer-
ence itself was a rich cross-cultural
experience! Our next stop was
Grenoble, where we connected with
missionaries on a more personal level.
How does a person become a mission-
ary? How did the Gospel come to
France? What strategies are being used
to reach people in this country?
Students asked missionaries these
questions and more, while discerning
God’s leading in their own lives.
During the final two weeks, we worked
at a camp (Teen Ranch Hermon) in 
a small wooded village of Central
France. The team worked hard, and
their labor was well appreciated. But
it was not all brawn; it was here that
we found ourselves immersed in the
culture. With few English speakers,
language learning kicked into high
gear. Finally, we topped the trip with 
a day and a half touring through Paris.
Summex France was unforgettable!
Check out pictures and stories of our
trip at summex-emmaus.blogspot.com.
—Joel Hernandez
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Emmaus On the Road
Name Dates Location/Events City/State

Lisa Beatty Apr 27-29 Sandy Creek Bible Camp Washington, TX

Ken Daughters Feb 17-19  Koronis Bible Camp Paynesville, MN
Feb 20-22  Southeastern Workers and Elders Conference Conway, NC
Feb 22-25  ABHE Annual Meeting Orlando, FL
Feb 26  Lake Howell Bible Chapel Maitland, FL
Mar 3-7  Tieton Drive Bible Chapel Yakima, WA 
Apr 14-15  Fairbluff Bible Chapel Charlotte, NC

Jon Glock Feb 5, 12, 19, 26 Oak Lawn Bible Chapel Oak Lawn, IL

Dave Glock Feb 5, 12, 19, 26 Lombard Gospel Chapel Lombard, IL

Joel Hernandez Apr 20-22          Northern Hills Bible Chapel         Cincinnati, OH
June 9-15          Missionary Orientation Program Greenwood Hills, PA

Ken Fleming Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26   Arbor Oaks Bible Chapel Dubuque IA
Mar 4, Apr 1, June 24 Bayside Community Church Tampa, FL
June 8-15    Missionary Orientation Program Greenwood Hills PA

Ben Mathew Mar 9, 10 St. Louis Area Conference St. Louis, MO
Mar 11 Fenton Bible Chapel St. Louis, MO
Apr 15, 22 Warrenville Bible Chapel Chicago, IL
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If you would like more information about having faculty speak at your assembly, retreat, conference or camp 

please call 1-800-397-BIBLE or e-mail info@emmaus.edu.

Emmaus On the Road
Name Dates Location/Events City/State

Donnie Patten Feb 19, 26 Warrenville Bible Chapel Warrenville, IL
Apr 1, 8 Park Manor Bible Chapel Elgin, IL 

Dan Smith Feb. 26  Bayside Community Church  Tampa, FL
March 18, 26   Woodside Bible Chapel   Maywood, IL
April 8, 15, 22  Northwest Bible Chapel   Chicago, IL
May 6, 13, 20, 27   Arbor Oaks Bible Chapel   Dubuque, IA

Mark Stevenson Mar 7-9 Spurgeon’s College London, England
Mar 25, May 6 Allison Bible Church Allison, IA  
April 27-29 Wyecliff Bible Chapel Edmonton, Canada 
May 20, 27 Warrenville Bible Chapel Warrenville, IL




