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Creativity and Cooperation

In June I had the opportunity to travel to

Strasbourg, France, to speak at the Fifth

International Brethren Conference on Mission.

In the last 150 years brethren missionaries
have planted assemblies in 120 countries. We
now have 20,000 congregations with perhaps
2 million in attendance each Sunday. Nearly
500 leaders from 90 nations gathered in France
to network with each other, sharing practical
experience, ideas, and methods. I networked
with a number of other Bible schools, making
plans to be mutually helpful. Though there is
decline in some countries, there is remarkable
growth in others. Through the years many of
our international contacts have been lost. Some
national groups feel isolated. This conference
provided spiritual blessing and encouragement
to us all. We learned various cultural develop-
ments, current trends, and spiritual challenges.
[ was particularly encouraged by the quality
and dedication of our younger leaders. I was
also shocked to find assemblies in countries
with governments so opposed to Christianity
that I imagined none would exist. I heard

many stories of bravery through persecution.

[ was surprised how the assemblies in many
countries around the world are more organized
and cooperative with each other in evangelism
and church planting than we are here in the
States. In conversation I mentioned that
American assemblies cherish their autonomy.

They responded that their assemblies are

autonomous, too, and cooperate voluntarily
in an effort to see the gospel spread. I also was
surprised to see how creatively assemblies can
function while maintaining the same theology
and principles we hold dear. Creativity and
cooperation are two attributes | am growing
to admire among assemblies worldwide.

We can learn from them.

Emmaus is a leader in biblical education
among the brethren worldwide. We are well
known and respected. The most common
request is for help in training. Quality resources
are rare. The Emmaus Correspondence School
is a primary means of training in many of these
countries. We presented to them a new oppor-
tunity to study with our current professors in
our Dubuque classrooms via iTunes U over

the Internet. They were very appreciative and
eager. Translating our teaching into other
languages would increase their usefulness.
Please pray for us as we seek to help our

brothers overseas.

= @?‘7@

Kenneth Alan Daughters
President,
Emmaus Bible College
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By David A. Glock




1L

THE STRUCTURE OF THE
SERMON ON THE MOUNT

Matthew 5-7

INTRODUCTION 5:1-16

ATTITUDES TO
THE LAW
5:17-48

Conclusion

ATTITUDES TO
SELF
6:1-39

Conclusion

ATTITUDES TO
OTIHERS
T:1-12
Conclusion

S o

INVITATION AND CONCLUSION

7:13-29

Some observations:

1. Uniting Theme

2. Clear Introduction

3. Clear Organization

Tovrney



6. Repetition of Words

4. Summary Statement

7. Numerous Illustrations

5. Cadll to Action
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Put the Cooki es"On
the Upper Shelf:

Returninj Systematic, Expository Preaching to the Local Church

By Charles C. Ryrie

xpository Preaching?
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(Acts 8:35), announcing the gospel
(Lk. 2:10), and doing this correctly
(2 Tim. 2:15 is used of cutting a path
in a straight direction so a traveler
could go directly to his destination).
“Expository” means to set forth
the meaning of a writing in careful
and often elaborate detail. It means to
explain, expound, set forth, set, put,
expose. Thus expository preaching
translates the meaning of a text into
clear and detailed explanatory lan-
guage. Bible exposition may be of a
passage, theme, or subject in the
Bible. Exposition is not application,
though it is the basis for application.
Nor is it finding principles in a
passage that are often imported from
another part of the Bible. In its purest
form expository preaching clearly
translates the meaning of a passage
into the language of the hearers.

a.) The historical setting of the
passage(s). The historical setting for
the book of Haggai illuminates the
various “calls” in the book. The signif-
icance and content of Daniel’s prayer
recorded in Daniel 9 grows out of the
historical setting described in the first
two verses. Passages in the New
Testament concerning various taxes
must be carefully distinguished from
each other. Passages which command
obedience to governments need to
describe the governments that are to

be obeyed.

b.) The context. [ had a teacher who
constantly reminded us that it is always
safe to read the context. Ignoring the
context may result in a skewed if not
false interpretation. First Corinthians
2:9 often is used at funerals to describe
heaven. Actually, I recently read one
well-known evangelical who was at
the point of death and who declared
he soon would be experiencing that

8 Joyrmey: Winter 2012

verse. But read the immediate con-
text—the very next verse: God has
revealed these things to us by the
Spirit. Has revealed now, not will
reveal at death.

c.) Careful exegesis is an absolute
essential for biblical exposition.
Many passages are clear and the exe-
gesis is fairly obvious. With such be
sure you have discovered everything

Dyt the cookies
on the lower shelf”

is not dlways
00d advice, for

it discourdges
the hedrer from
stretching and
redching to
unde rstand the
truth.

_C,Ryrie

the passage says and be careful not to
add things that are not there. Don’t
miss anything and don’t add anything.
More than one legitimate exegesis
may be possible with other passages.
In some cases one’s theology will
decide which exegesis is preferable.
Hebrews 6:6 and James 2:26 setve as
examples. In other cases good exegesis
may allow for two interpretations to
be legitimate. In 2 Corinthians 5:14
both my love for Christ and Christ's
love for me are accurate depending on
whether the genitive is subjective (my

love for Christ) or objective (Christ’s
love for me). Why not include both
ideas that constrain me to witness
(note verse 11 in the context)? If one
does not know the original languages
(or has gotten rusty!) a number of
helps are available to guarantee solid
exegesis—exegetical commentaries,
concordances, Bible dictionaries,
interlinear and other translations.

d.) Focus and build on a theme. No
law exists that requires only one theme
per message. Neither does a law that
requires you to squeeze a long passage
into one theme. A single verse, a
paragraph, a section, even an entire
Bible book may be handled under one
theme or several. One period during
the early days of my ministry I
preached to a congregation made up
exclusively of junior-age boys and girls
(ages 9-12). This was a church service
for juniors, not a junior church; there-
fore the message was to be a solid bib-
lical one (no story telling!). In the
fearlessness and naivety of youth, I
decided to preach Romans. Two things
made it work. One was to have the
kids bring and open their Bibles to
the text. Thankfully, these were days
before projecting the text on a screen
or the second idea would not have
worked. The second was to build my
sermons on specific words in the bibli-
cal text and to encourage the kids to
underline those words. This gave the
kids something to hold (their Bibles)
and something to do (underline and
thus to be attentive to the message).
Often parents would tell me what the
sermon was because their kids would
remember those words and the mes-
sage built on them.

e.) Define terms clearly. Remember a
good definition will work in all uses
of the word. An English dictionary
provides good help in defining biblical
and theological terms; e.g., ephod,
timbrel, church, Pentecost, mystery.



lll.What Are Some Pitfalls in
Expository Preaching?

a.) Be wary of reaching for principles.
If a principle emerges from the text,
fine; if you import and impose it from
outside the text (even though it is
biblical), be wary. Finding principles is
often justified by starting with some-
thing we deem the audience needs,
then seeking a text which seemingly
supports it. But often, perhaps usually,
the support is something limited while
the principle is more universal. An
example: an evangelical preacher desir-
ing to encourage prayer support for his
city used Abraham’s pleading with God
to spare Sodom if there were 10 right-
eous persons in it (Gen. 18:32). The
principle he concluded was to promise
protection for his city (and any others)
if God could find 10 righteous people
in it. Indeed, he went on to suggest
that bands of 10 righteous people
should be formed within areas of a city.
Prayer for a neighborhood, city, or
country is certainly in order, but a blan-
ket promise of being spared is a reach.
As you read this, please do not try to
think of other passages that would
support the concept. They, too, may
have to be unbiblically stretched if they
try to be universalized.

b.) Be careful not to offer false
promises which are not in the text
itself. One favorite misuse of such is
2 Chronicles 7:14 where healing the
land is promised if people repent. But
specifically what land? The land of
Israel. But doesn’t the principle apply
to every nation? No. It is good and
pleasing to God for citizens to repent,
but there is no guarantee that such will
prolong the existence of that nation.

c.) Always be sure an accurate
exegetical base exists in the text for
the principle. Also the principle must
be in accord with the context, immedi-
ate and wider. Sometimes this requires
balancing one principle with another

that may teach the opposite. For exam-
ple, God does deliver people from vari-
ous difficulties (Gen. 50:20) but not
always (Rev. 11:36-37).

d.) Be wary of a false, mystical inter-
pretation of the text. Do not look for
hidden meanings or deeper interpreta-
tions. Such may turn off the listeners
from their own study of the Word
simply because they cannot find such
meanings.

e.) What about applying the text?
Certainly good exposition will include
the aspect of change hopefully in the
hearer. But since the basis and goal of
change is in the biblical text, that must
be given expertly and prominently.
Often the application of the text to
contemporary living will be obvious.
After all, the needs and problems in
people’s and churches’ lives are not that
different today from those in biblical
times. To be effective any application
much be received favorably by the lis-
tener. Further, there may be more than
one application from a text,
and the one I thought of is
not necessarily the only
one. And always remember
that the Holy Spirit knows
everything about every lis-
tener and knows what he
or she needs. True, I may
also know, but equally true,
[ may not know. Therefore,
[ preach the Word and
know that the Spirit will
apply it tailor-made for
each listener. Some will
accept His promptings;
sadly, others will not.

Conclusion

We have the great privilege of
handling God’s inerrant Word.
Handle it accurately, consistently,
and passionately. Trust the Holy
Spirit to use it in the lives of those
who hear it.
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Some of this material has been adapted from
my book, Ryrie’s Practical Guide to
Communicating Bible Doctrine (Nashville:

B&H Publishing, 2005).

Charles C. Ryrie

Charles is a Christian writer and

theologian. He graduated from

Hawverford College (B.A.), Dallas

Theological Seminary (Th.M.,

Th.D.) and the University of
Edinburgh, Scotland (Ph.D.). For many years he
served as professor of systematic theology and dean of
doctoral studies at Dallas Theological Seminary and as
president and professor at Philadelphia College of
Bible, now Philadelphia Biblical University. He is
also the editor of the popular Ryrie Study Bible.
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The promo video and the book
have divided the evangelical world
into the pro-Bellums and the anti-
Bellums, those who either praise him
for his courageous viewpoint or casti-
gate him for his hip heresy.

My Purposes in This Article:

[ would really like to accomplish three
goals: First, I’d like to remind us that
we have a responsibility to “prove all
things—][to] hold fast to that which is
good” (1 Th. 5:21, KJV). I really like
the Luther Bible’s translation of this
verse which says, “priifet aber alles,
und das Gute behaltet.” Absolutely.
We should!

Christians should be marked by a
critical mind, but not by a critical spir-
it. The Bible teaches that there is a
faith, a content of truth which we
need to understand, enjoy, and defend
(Jude 3). The apostle Paul tells us in 1
Timothy 4:16 to “watch your life and
doctrine closely. Persevere in them,
because if you do, you will save both
yourself and your hearers.”

Believers in Jesus Christ will be
asked their opinion of Bell’s Love Wins.
Reading the book for yourself
will give you a certain measure
of credibility, but read it care-
fully! We need to encourage
the reading of not only
the Word of God and solid Christian
books, but also of material that chal-
lenges our Christian assumptions and
convictions. One writer, in expressing
his concern with our increasingly visu-
al culture, asks, “Will this generation
be one that ‘thinks with their emo-
tions and listens with their eyes’?”

Wanting to “speak the truth in
love” (Eph. 4:15) means that I should
have no interest in Bell-bashing, and
neither should you. But I do have
an interest in being like the Berean
believers who used the Scriptures to
evaluate what the apostle Paul said
(Acts 17).

The second goal of this article is
to answer- the question, “Who is Rob
Bell and why should I care?” Bell was
the pastor of a large church in

E

Michigan, Mars Hill Bible Church
(not to be confused with Mark
Driscoll’s church in Seattle), and is a
graduate of Wheaton College and
Fuller Seminary. He is the producer of
the Nooma video series and author of
Velvet Elvis, Sex God, and other books,
and is the co-author of Jesus Wants to
Save Christians.

In this recent book Bell seems to
push the viewpoint known as univer-
salism, the belief that all without
exception will ultimately be saved.

If that viewpoint is unbiblical, you and
I should care enough to respond to his
teaching on this topic.

The third goal of this article is to
ask, What does Love Wins say, and
how should we respond? Although I
am glad he has raised questions about
the eternal fate of the lost, if his
answers do not line up with Scripture,
he is leading his readers astray and
needs to be corrected.

Bell’s Advocacy of
Universalism:

In a number of places in Love Wins,
Bell uses language which makes it hard

BY DR. LARRY DIXON

to defend him from the charge of argu-
ing for universalism. For example, in
discussing the story of Sodom and
Gomorrah, he suggests that it is actu-
ally a story of hope and redemption for
all (see pp. 83-85)! He writes, “No
matter how painful, brutal, oppressive,
no matter how far people find them-
selves from home because of their sin,
indifference, and rejection, there’s
always the assurance that it won’t be
this way forever” (p. 86).

Bell clearly sides with a remedial,
rather than a retributive, view of hell.
The retributive view suggests that sin-
ners will be punished eternally as an
expression of God’s holy wrath and
justice. The remedial view says that
hell can be a school from which the
sinner may graduate. Bell says,
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“Failure, we see again and again, isn’t
final, judgment has a point, and conse-
quences are for correction”

(p- 88).

In discussing the story of the lost
coin, sheep, and son in Luke 15, Bell
says, “The God that Jesus teaches us
about doesn’t give up until everything
that was lost is found. This God sim-
ply doesn’t give up. Ever” (p. 101).
This theme of God not “giving up” is
returned to several times in Love Wins.
For example, Bell asks the question,
“Have billions of people been created
only to spend eternity in conscious
punishment and torment, suffering
infinitely for the finite sins they com-
mitted in the few years they spent on
earth? . . . in the end, will God give
up?”’ (p. 102).

Bell shows great respect for those
like Origen who have advocated uni-
versalism, arguing for that viewpoint
as a legitimate one in Christian
thought. He writes, “there are others
who [are] . . . trusting that there will
be endless opportunities in an endless
amount of time for people to say yes to
God. As long as it takes, in other
words” (pp. 106-107).

He suggests that the real prob-
lem is time: God simply needs to use
eternity to reach some people. Bell
writes, “Given enough time, every-
body will turn to God and find

themselves in the joy and peace of
God’s presence. The love of God will
melt every hard heart, and even the
most ‘depraved sinners’ will eventually
give up their resistance and turn to
God” (p. 107).

For those who want to defend Bell
against the charge of universalism
(which he has publicly denied), their
task is made more difficult by state-
ments like these: “Within this proper,
larger understanding of just what the
Jesus story even is, we see that Jesus
himself, again and again, demonstrates
how seriously he takes his role in sav-
ing and rescuing and redeeming not
just everything, but everybody” (pp.
150-151). “What Jesus does is declare
that he, and he alone, is saving every-

body” (p. 155).
5’0%/7;5/: Winter 2012 11



Foyrney

The Irrelevance
of Personal Faith:

Bell’s Escape Clauses:

WILL ALL
PEOPLE BE
SAVED, OR
WILL GOD
God Getting NOT GET
What God Wants? WHAT GOD
WANTS?

The Bigger
Question Bell Raises:



Summary Comments and
Areas Evangelicals Should
Work On:
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THERE ARE
NO BIBLICAL
TEXTS WHICH

SUPPORT

THE IDEA OF

AFTER DEATH
OPPORTUNITIES
TO HEAR AND
RESPOND TO
THE GOSPEL.










1. WHEN FACING CONFLICT,
DO NOT DISPLAY “THE
WORKS OF THE FLESH”



2. WHEN FACING CONEFLICT,
DISPLAY “THE FRUIT OF
THE SPIRIT”



3. WHEN FACING CONFLICT,
DISPLAY “THE WISDOM
FROM ABOVE”
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4. LEARNING TO HANDLE
DISAGREEMENT AS A
SPIRIT-CONTROLLED
CHRISTIAN
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began, for example; with the story of
the brothér who made an angry out-
burse-after an evangelist’s-altar call
Hej and-thesmembers-and leaders of
Chapel Hill'Church, displayed “the
works of the flesh” rather than “the
fruit of the Spirit” as-they-dealt with
the issue, What could they have done
differently to keep in step with the
Spirit and- the instructions. of our.Lord
Jesus Christ?

a. Pray

As soon as the man realized that he
was éemotionally tipset, he shotld have
asked his heavenly Father for wisdom
and self-controls If he' had prayed “in
the Spirit,”1% the Holy'Spirit would
have broughtto'mind specific scrip-
tural .passages—ones he had read
many times—about.how.a Spirit-led
believer thinks and'dcts when emo-
tionally upset. In'faet; all the members
of Chapel Hill Church.needed to pray
for the Spirit’s guidance before taking
action: :

Prayer.is essential to'walking by
the Spirit. Through prayer, the Holy
Spirit conyicts us of our'sift and
moves us toiconfess and amend- our
ways. The sinful attitudes andsbehav-
iors of people ‘onboth sidesdndicate
that they did not sincerely trust. God’s
instructions'or the Spirit’s power:

» Rather, the angry nmiah‘and the ether
membersiof the church'took matters
into their own hands, ultimately let-
ting their flesh dictate their béhavior:

b. Check Our Attitudes
and Conduct

God does not lead his people to “bite
and devour one another” like wild
animals. As well-taught Christians,
the angry brother and othersmembers

of Chapel Hill should have checked
their attitudes.and eonduet by therrule

20 .71)1”'/;4]: Winter 2012

of God’s Word which the Spirit
always uses«to direct thie Lord’s'people.
They should have recognized that
they were yielding t6 “thé desires of
the*flesh” and 'displaying “the works of
the flesh” and the wisdom from-below.
They should have recognized that
anger was fising tp and vying for con-
trol and that they must exercise-extra
caution.in order to. prevent.uncon-
trolled angerfrom+becoming ja golden
oppertunity for the devil-to do, his
destructive work, (Eph:4:27):

EVERY GONFLICT

REVEALS WHETHER WE

PRACTICE WHAT WE
PREACH. WHETHER WE
ARE TOERS DF -THE
WORD: OR HEARERS
ONLY [JAMES 1:22]:

They needed to renounce allygos=
sip and slander against-the-evangelist
and inflammatory ‘accusations against
oné-anotherThese behaviors could
not'be justified’ by*the excuse that
they were fighting for, the truth
becausestheir'behavior contradicted
the truth. They had'16st all balanced
pefspective,oniwhatis-moest impor
tant. Altar calls are not inhetently
sinful; what is sinful is giving free
reign to unrestrained anger-and hostil-
ity toward others. Everyone involved
needed to wait until-their emotions
subsided and their minds cleared so
that they could address the issue
with*Spirit“directed wisdom, patiende;
gentleness, reasonableness, and
self-control.

c. Act in Love

Love would have moved the man to
think: first ofithe spiritual welfare of
the people around'him rather than his
personal-desire to makesknown his
opinion and vent his aniger. A loving,
Christlike attitude would -have said:“I
don’t personally'agree with altar ealls;
but Lknow that-this evangelist
preaches Christ.crucified to'many lost
people.For.thatd thank God. l-will
get down on my knees and pray that
the Spirit will use him to see many
more people come to Ghrist:"'18
Putting the welfare of others first
is what it means to walk in love by
the power of the Spirit: Insteady the
believersiof Chapel Hill Church did
notactindove toward one another.
They did not bear “with ohe another
in love” (Eph. 4:2)..They had knowl=
edge of love'(of which they were very
proud!) but violated every New
Téstament principle of love.

d. Seek the Counsei of
Spirit-filled Believers

Before.the man condemned all altar
calls, he should have sotight the*coun-
sel‘of the church leaders: Scripture
states that the Holy Spirit,sets “oyver-
seets’? insthe-floek tosshepherd “the
church’of God”*(Acts 20:28)-The
man did not consult with the chur¢h
shepherds to express his concerns or
torask for their guidance. Infact, the
church leaders should have invited
people to talkawith them if they had
questions érthad heard rimors that
needed: to be addressed:

Seeking counsel from other
Spirit-filled believers-is-one way of
~being led by;the Spirit.“The people
needed their leaderssto:remind them
of proper Christian ‘attitudes and
behavior'during stressful times of dis-
agreement. They needed theirleaders
to.warn them -about-the.divisive sins



of gossip and slander.It is unfortunate
that the church leaders™failed to
quickly ‘acknowledge ‘the problem and
to present to-the eongregation a clear,
constructive course-of action (see

Acts'6:1-3).

e. Treat Others with Kindness
and Gentleness

“Fhe man who had a‘problem ‘with ‘the
evangelist didn’t seem to knew-the
appropriate attitudes or manfier hy
which.to handle contréversy among
his fellow believers. Yet 2 Timothy
2:24-26 is.quite clear:

And theLord’s servant mustinot
be quarrelsome but kind.to.every-
one; able to teach, patiently
enduringevily correcting his
opponents-with gentlenéss. ' God
may perhaps grant them repen-
tance leading to a knowledge of
the truth, and they may;escape
fromrthe snarevof the devil,

after"being captured by him to
dohis will.

Although the above passage
applies directly to dealingwith'false
teachers'and their followers; it also
serves-as a-guidé for-how we'should
treat"fellow believers with. whom we
have doctrinal disagreement:

Whenrthe time was tight, the
man eould have approached the
evangelist and, without making.accu-
sations«or attacking his-motives; gen-
tlyrasked about his reasons.for altar
calls. He may have learfied sométhing
from ‘the evangelist; on the othér
hand;-he may also have helped the
evangelistsRechaps'both of them
would have learned more ofwhat it
means to walk in_a. manner
worthy of the gospel of Christ”

(Rhils 1:27).

f. Be Humble

After-evaluating-hissbehavior and see-
ing'the chaos he caused in the
church, the man needed to humble
himself and repent of his angry-out-
Burst."Hé had chosen the wrong time
and place to speak out. He had slan-
deréd and questioned the motives of a
fellow servant of the Lord, which he
hadmo right to do. He needed-to rées
ognize his sin and repent, and he
needed to dpologize to the people who
had heard his angry accusations.

When sinful infighting broke out,
the leaders of the church should have
called.for prayer, fastihg, and repen-
tance in order to testore an attitude of
humility and.Jeve. They should not
have tried to deal withthe problem
until self-serving, sinful attitudes were
firsttamended."With an attitude of
Spirit-controlled humility, the dis-
agreement over altar calls’eouldhave
been handled civilly and constructive-
ly. Instead, believers chose to bite and
devout one another and make a first-
class display.of “the works, of the
N

How will we réspond to conflict
as individual believers and within our
chutch families? Will we display. the
beautiful fruit of the Holy Spirit, or
will‘'we display the ugliness‘of-the
flesh? Every conflict reveals whether
we practice what we preach, whether
we are doers of the Word or hearers
only (James 1:22), Eveny conflict
reveals the genuinefiess of our
Christian life (1 Cor.<11:19)<Jesus
said, “If you know|theése things;
blessed are'you if you do them”.(John
13:17)randswe each areracecountable
to him.

If we'live by the Spirit, let us also
walk by the Spirit. Let us not
become conceited, provoking one
another, envying one another.

Galatians 5:25-26 T
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Alex Strauch

Alex was raised in New Jersey and convented to
Christ at Pine Bush Bible, Camp in New York.
After his Emmaus education, hereceived his
undergraduate degree from Colovado Ghristian
University, andswent on to earn his Master in
Divinity degree from=Denver Seminary~For-guen
35 years he served as an elder at Littleton.Bible
Chapel. Additionally, he*has taught philosophy.and
New Testament literaturé at'Colorado Christian
University.=A gifted.Bible teacher.and popular
speaker, Alexhas helped thousands of churches
worldwide through his. expesitoryswriting ministry.
He is the author of the mow-classic works Biblical
Eldershipiand Fhe New: Testament Dedeon."Alex
residesswith his wifessMadilyn, in“Littleton,
Coloradoy hasfour,married daughters and ten
grandchildren.

1For a biography, see.Colitr Duriez, Franeis Schaeffer:
An Authentic Life (Wheatong IL: Crossway, 2008).
2“Mission to Intellectuals,” Time (January.d 15 1960).
3Duriez, Francis Schaeffer=An Authentic Life, 87
Francis Schaeffer, The Church Before the Watehing
World, in The Complete Works,Vol:4; Book:2
(Westchester, IL: Crossway, 1983),4151-63. 4“We must
loek. moment by moment to the work ofiChristy to the
work.of the Holy Spirit: Spirituality beginsito have
teal Meaning ift our mgment-hy-moment lives as we
begin to exhibit simultaneously the holiness of Gad
and the love of God” (Schaeffer, The Church, Before
the Watching World, 152). 5James D, G- ' Dunn, The
Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon NIGTC
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996),'232. 6For an exposi-
tionwofieach of thesé fifteen qualities, see Alexander
Strauch, A Christian Leader’s Guide.to Leading With
Love (Littleton, CO: Lewis and Roth, 2006), 39-88.
7Rom. 5:5; 15:303 Gal. 5:22; Col. 1:8. 8Thomas R.
Schreiner, 1, 2 Peter, Jude, NAC (Nashville, TN;
Broadman & Holman;2003), 143. 9Lev. 19:17-18;
Proy. 20:22;24:17-18, 29. 10Patience: Ex. 34:6; Jer.
15:15; Rom."2%4;79:22°Gal. 5:22; 1“Tim. 1:16; 2+Peteér
3:9, 15. Kindness: Ruth 2:20; 2 Sam. 9:3; Ps.'106:7;
145:1 75 Luke™6:35; Rom. 2:4; 414225 Epha: 7; Titus
3:4; 1 Peter2:3-Paudl’s‘example and instructions: 2
Corr6:3-4, 6; 2 Tim. 2:24; 4:2. 11Luke 23:34;/Acts
7:60. 12Harold W. Hoehnét, Ephesians (Grand Rapids:
Baker, 2002), 510. 13Alfred Tennyson, Queen Mary
(Boston, MA: James Re Osgood, 1875), 194. 14Ken
Sande, The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to
Resolving-Personal Gonflict, 3rdied., (Grand Rapids:
Baker, 2004); 83 flI5Matt. 5:22-24:1815-17;2 Cot:
2:2-4; 71:8°13; Gal. 2:11-14;2 Fhess: 3:6-15. 16In
Romans 14:1, Raul refers to these controversial isstes
as “opinions,” or “disputed matters” (NIV). By this he
means they are not fundamental'doctrines but second-
ary matters of personal censcienge,See chapeer 6 for
more detail onithis subject.sl 7JJohn.13:14; Rom. 15:1-
3aSimleCom Sulsuldndst0 28 1024 180538, 'G31.%.18;
6:2. 18PeteriH. Davids; James; NIBC (Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson,1989), 41. 19Jerome; Commentarits ad
Galatas (6:10). PatrolégiaEatina (Patrologiaé cursus
completus, series latina), vol. 26, edited by J.-P. Migne
(Raris 1866), column 462C¥ English translation by
Michael Woodward.
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S ome churches never try such a
thing. Some assemblies have no
alternative. How do you combine a
group of preachers, one Bible book
and a set of Sundays into an effective
sermon series’

A well-planned and well-execut-
ed series of sermons has great leverage
in the life of the fellowship. However,
there is often a real inconsistency in
the preaching of a series. This incon-
sistency undermines the effectiveness
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of the series in the life of the assem-
bly. A single series should present the
message of a book clearly, reinforce
that message and sear it into the
hearts of the gathered assembly. Sadly,
an inconsistent series can amount to
little more than background noise in
the life of the fellowship.

What are the typical weaknesses

found in multi-speaker series?
Inconsistent explanation of the book’s
historical context, flow of thought or
overarching idea. Confusingly differ-
ing perspectives on the book’s purpose
or theological center. Unnecessary
repetition of illustrative or supporting
materials. A lack of repetition of key
series elements making it seem like
random messages that happen to be
from one book. The list could go on!
So how can we make a multi-



speaker sermon series work? Here are
12 practical suggestions:

1. CLARIFY THE SERIES’ GOALS.
For a single message to be effective, it
is important to define the specific goals
for the message. Haddon Robinson
refers to sermon purpose as the preach-
er’s target—a bulls-eye at which to
aim the big idea of the message. This
purpose should be specific, concrete,
defined. The same is true for a series
of sermons. What do the elders hope

to achieve by the preaching of this
series to this assembly at this time?
The goals may influence the choice
of book (if it is a series of studies in a
Bible book), or the book may influ-
ence the goals. Once the goals are
established and written down, the
elders can then make key decisions
including who will speak in the series:

2. FORM A TEAM OF
PREACHERS FOR THE SERIES.

Rather than having individual speak-
ers enter the process as speakers for
individual passages, form a team of
preachers for the whole series. It is so
easy to preach as separate individuals,
with no interaction between the
speakers in a series. Yet this is a great
opportunity for team camaraderie to
develop. The speakers each know
what the others are putting into the
series. They understand the goals, the

emotions, the struggles. Encourage
e-mail and phone conversations
between the speakers. Pray for one
another. Really seek to stand together
in the mission of preaching this book
to the fellowship. The team may con-
sist of all elders, some elders, or even
no elders (unlikely, but if so, have one
elder on the team anyway to maintain
oversight). While an elder maintains
oversight of the project, allow the
team to take ownership of the series:

3. GIVE THE TEAM
OWNERSHIP OF THE SERIES.

It is tempting to over-prescribe a series.
That is, inviting people onto a team,
but with passages, titles, suggested big
ideas, etc. already mapped out for them.
This will feel like a “pseudo-team.”
Allow participants to take ownership
of the whole. If various individuals are
entrusted with preaching single mes-
sages, it is not unrealistic to allow
them influence over the whole series
(recognizing that the elders must
maintain appropriate oversight over
the series, as they should over individ-
ual messages). Perhaps the team should
work together on how the book should
be divided, the titles of messages and
so on.

4. CONSIDER LIMITING THE
NUMBER OF SPEAKERS.

Instead of rotating through six speak-
ers in a 12-part series, cut it down to
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three or four (even fewer in a shorter
series). This makes for greater conti-
nuity and ownership of the series. If
your church has six capable speakers,
perhaps use the others to form the
backbone of the next series (and give
them good time to prepare for it). If
your church does not have six capable
speakers, then why are six preaching?
Obviously each assembly is different,
but the problem is often the desire to
spread a series over too many speak-
ers, rather than not having enough.

One further thought, if the series is
broken for a special Sunday such as
Mother’s Day, be careful not to auto-
matically put a “now and then”
preacher in for that day. It is tempting
to do so since they can prepare for
months and not worry about being in
a series, but such days also tend to
bring guests in to the assembly (why
not give guests a taste of the quality
of preaching that they will hear on

a “normal” Sunday?) Perhaps pull

a preacher in from the team that is
planning the next series for this kind
of Sunday.

5. PLAN AHEAD AND ALLOW
PLENTY OF LEAD TIME.

If a team is formed at the last minute,
then each speaker will only be able
to focus on their next message. It is
important to give as much as several
months of lead time if possible. Good
lead time allows the speakers to
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ponder the Bible book and the series
as a whole. It allows the speakers to
plot a combined strategy for the series,
so that the best material isn’t all
poured into the first messages, leaving
the rest of the series to just survive.
This lead time allows the speakers to
form effective message and series
titles. Rather than a bland title that
sends the congregation to sleep in
anticipation, titles should intrigue, stir
curiosity, create tension. The title of a
message should not be the main idea
of the message.

6. EVERY MESSAGE DOES NOT
HAVE TO COVER THE SAME
AMOUNT OF TEXT.

It is tempting to simply slice up a
book in equal chunks. Typically a four
chapter book is preached in four weeks,
a six chapter book in six. However,
there are times when one week might
cover a larger chunk of the book,
while another week might focus in on
a few verses. It is important to recog-
nize that some speakers are better at
handling a passage requiring a big pic-
ture view, summarizing and handling
the flow of several units of thought.
Equally, other speakers do better with
explanation of fine detail.

7. EVERY MESSAGE SHOULD
STAND ALONE, AND STAND
FOR THE SERIES.

[t is best to assume the listeners will
only hear one message, rather than
the whole series. Thus each speaker
should make each message stand alone
and give clear statement of the over-
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arching idea for the series. This way
the message of the whole series is
reinforced in each message for those
who hear multiple messages. This does
not mean that every sermon has to
repeat the same amount of historical
background detail. This can become
tedious and is not always necessary for
a message. It is also important for the
speakers to communicate with each
other enough so they know what’s
coming. Knowing what is coming
next week allows the speaker this
week to integrate preview comments
or teasers to motivate return visits.

If those teaser-comments are well
planned, they may motivate attendees
to bring guests with them. For exam-
ple, “You may be wondering how this
principle might work in the home. Next
week we will see how effective it is in
marriage, then the week after, in parent-
ing. Perhaps you know someone who
might benefit from those messages.”

8. WORK TO EACH SPEAKER’S
STRENGTHS.

We know that different speakers have
different strengths, yet we don’t
always assign passages accordingly. In
some assemblies subject matter may
determine which speaker takes the
subject, sometimes predictably so.
However, there is more to a message
than its subject. Some passages require
a detailed analysis and explanation;
others require a broader survey of
material. Some preachers do better
with big-picture messages, others with
fine detail. Then there are those pas-
sages that touch on sensitive issues,

and others that beg for creativity in
presentation (such as a dramatic
monologue/first-person presentation).

9. CONSIDER A NON-PREACH-
ING TEAM MEMBER.

Perhaps a research assistant could
feed quality information and potential
support material to the speakers on
the team. This would help strengthen
speakers who are weaker in these
areas, while providing a mentoring
opportunity for a potential future
speaker. It is too easy in the busy rou-
tine of maintaining the program to

fail to invest for the future. Is there
really any good reason why mentoring
is not happening in every area of
assembly leadership and ministry?

10a. HAVE A PRE-SERIES
MEETING OF THE SPEAKERS.

Have the speakers read through the
book and do some initial thinking on
the book’s major chunks, overarching
idea and purpose, preaching sections,
and a rough statement of the main
idea for each preaching section. This
meeting could take some time, but if
we place a high value on the pulpit
ministry of the assembly, then why
not? Also, share any particularly help-
ful resources. For instance, I recently
started a series in 1 Peter at our fel-
lowship and found one commentary
to be very strong on the historical
background of the book. It would be
better for all the speakers to know
that resource rather than presenting
several differing perspectives.



10b. IN A LONGER
SERIES, HAVE A
MID-SERIES
EVALUATION.

[t is wise to avoid a series

that goes so long it starts to

drag. So by longer series, |

mean 8-12 Sundays rather than

4-6. A time of evaluation would
provide an opportunity to get together
and discuss the strengths and weak-
nesses of the series so far. It would give
an opportunity to highlight areas that
could be strengthened by the group as
the series continues. Perhaps it would
be time for a re-evaluation of the later
sections in light of further study, or
just a good chance to pray for each
other and the messages that lie ahead.

11. AS A TEAM, SELECT ONE
INDIVIDUAL TO WRAP-UP THE
SERIES SO THAT IT HAS

A STRONG FINISH.

In light of the team interaction, there
may be one preacher especially suited
to wrapping up the series, perhaps the
one with the best grasp of the whole
book. Instead of fading to the finish,

finish strong with a message reviewing

the book in its entirety—a big-picture

finish with a big punch.

12. GET FEEDBACK AND HAVE A
POST-SERIES EVALUATION.

Share lessons learned and make sug-
gestions for future series. Also, at the
end of the series, or at the end of the
year, put closure on the teamwork
with some kind of thanksgiving and
celebration. Incidentally, perhaps each
member of the team could recruit a
prayer partner for the team, thereby
adding the support of faithful prayer
watriors in the assembly. Why not
include these people in a post-series
thanksgiving too?

Conclusion

A series of messages preached by more
than one preacher can be very power-
ful. Equally, a series can be deeply dis-
appointing. These suggestions are
made in the hope that such series can
be leveraged to the maximum. The
Word of God is a central source of
blessing in the life of any fellowship.
Why not take steps to be the best
stewards of sermon series that we

can be? ¥

Peter Mead

Peter Mead was commended from Westside Bible
Fellowship in Hillsboro, OR, and serves with
Operation Mobilization based in England. He is
director of Cor Deo, a mentored ministry training
programme focusing on multiplying ministry that
shares God's heart. He is also on the leadership

team of Pillars Training, a support resource for UK
assemblies. Peter graduated from Multnomah Biblical
Seminary (M.Div. and M.A.) and from Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary (D.Min.). Peter mar-
ried Emmaus alum Melanie (Papworth) and they are
expecting their fifth child in early 2012. The Mead
family website is pouredout.org, for more info on Cor
Deo, please visit www.cordeo.org.uk and for Peter's
preaching blog, please wvisit biblicalpreaching.net.

Foyrwey | magazine

.7170/7;@/: Winter 2012 25



Toyrpey | magazine




Toyrmey | magazine

Rob Daughters Plan




By CHRIS LANGE



W hicn [ was saved in 1970 and
Bides the expository teaching of
d'0f God at Littleton Bible

it was a revelation. Not only
Weanche truth of God’s Word
ully and fully explained, but I

80 tecognized how powerful it

85 in changing my life. Paul’s
Pmmendation of the believers in

B hessalonians 2:13 has always
é_rhinded me of my beginning faith as
@ believer: “For this reason we also
Eor stantly thank God that when you
eived the word of God which you
ficard from us, you accepted it not as
the word of men, but for what it really
; the word of God, which also per-
Btins its work in you who believe”
PASB). Hence, what remains always
itical for Bible teachers is the man-
£€ that the body of Christ must be
I up and strengthened in God’s
id, that the power of the Word be
i free rein in our lives.

Several years ago, R. Kent Hughes
BE this comment concerning the
"ortance of expository preaching:

] will only flourish when the
Beacher believes that Scripture is
Eholly inerrant, totally sufficient and
jiassively potent.”' How true this is!
Pfeachers of the Word need to be
Bonfident that their painstaking expo-
Bition will have its resultant effect on
fie listener. [ts potency is the uncom-
mising influence of the Holy Spirit
he life of the believer. I reveled in
BiS as a baby Christian, and I contin-
€ to wonder at the irresistible power
_he Spirit of God in me as a mature
Bliever. It is the exhortation from

8t that the apostle Paul continually
'Ihasized in his encouragement to
BliEvers: “[Hold] fast.the word of life”

(Phil. 2: 16); “let the word of God
dwell richly within you” (Col. 3: 16);
“[hold] fast the faithful word which is
in accordance with the teaching, that
[an elder] may be able both to exhort
in sound doctrine and to refute those
who contradict” (Ti. 1: 9). Our pulpits
must ring with these directives!
Because I have worked with youth
for my entire professional teaching
career, | feel it is critical as well that
our youth in the pews hear the unvar-
nished truth of Scripture and its rele-
vant application. In an age when rela-
tivism and intellectual doubt besiege
youth—whether from the Internet or
from college classes or from television
——churches cannot afford to make any
assumptions about what youth are
learning and retaining from God’s
Word. Preachers must make truths
from Scripture appropriate for the
whole congregation, including both
references to and careful considera-
tion of those issues that face youth
today. If we “mean what we say,” then
we must “say what we mean” in clear
terms that youth can grasp and hold
fast in their hearts. However compli-
cated and disillusioning the issues may
be that face our youth today, no issue
is removed from the scope and power
of scriptural teaching. Young people
often may feel that the issues they
face are too complicated or too distant
from the understanding of their par-
ents and other adults. This is not so.
Our children must hear clearly from
the pulpit that God’s Word is suffi-
cient for them—and powerful
enough—to deal with the world they
face. They must internalize what all
believers must accept: “For the word of
God is living and active and sharper
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than any two-edged sword, and pierc-
ing as far as the division of soul and
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and
able to judge the thoughts and inten-
tions of the heart” (Heb. 4: 12).

It is a sad reality that many Bible-
preaching churches today experience
decreasing numbers of churchgoers
who gravitate toward seeker-friendly,
mega-programmed church services
that promise to give them a “more
friendly gospel” and a comfortable
social network. Included in those fam-
ilies are the children who ought to be
preparing to become the leaders of the
body of Christ in the coming years.
The quality and caliber of expository
preaching must remain the central
focus of our churches if we expect to
maintain godly, scriptural influence in
the body of Christ—and if we intend
to hand the baton to our youth and

see them run with it. ¥

' R. Kent Hughes, August 30-31, 2007,
Northcutt Lecture Series at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Chris Lange

Chris Lange recently retired from the faculty at Emmaus

Bible College where he taught English, literature and
history for eleven years. Having ministered to high school
and college students throughout his 34 year teaching
career, Chris continues to invest in the spiritual formation
of young men and women through various counseling and
teaching ministries. Chris and his wife Nancy will soon
celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary and have four
grown children and three grandchildren.
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MacLeod
Asks

While waiting for the Sunday service to begin, retired Emmaus faculty member,

Dr. David Reid, was reading over a local assembly’s weekly bulletin when he glanced at
their doctrinal statement. It was well written, orthodox and centered on the great truths
of the faith. “Dr. Dave” was startled, however, when he read the paragraph on the Trinity.
It said, ‘“God is one in essence and has three personalities.” After the service he pointed
this out to one of the elders and said, “This sentence is modalistic.”” The elder thanked
Dave, brought the offending sentence to the other elders’ attention, and the bulletins
had been corrected by the following week’s service. My question is in three parts:

(1) What was wrong with the doctrinal statement? (2) What is modalism?

(3) What does your church’s doctrinal statement say about the Trinity?




Tovrmey

NEXT ISSUE’S QUESTION:

A Brethren assembly writer from Glasgow, Scotland pointedly addressed preachers in the
United Kingdom, “We hear much devotional ministry and challenging exhortation from the
platform, but neither of these will be of any lasting value unless they are seen to be rooted in
the text of Scripture.Too often the passage read has little bearing on the message which fol-
lows, and it takes little intelligence on the part of the congregation to notice that the speaker
lacks divine authority for his pronouncements. A superstructure is only as secure as its foun-
dation, and preaching, however impressive, eloquent, or emotional, is so much rhetorical hot
air if divorced from the Word. It is fast becoming a rarity these days to hear exhortation
clearly built upon correct exegesis. It is even more of a rarity to hear expository ministry!
The reason is not hard to seek. Exposition requires effort. And it is precisely such effort which
I would urge upon my readers” (David J. Newell, “The Believer’s Library (3): Some Basic Bible
Study Aids (ii),” Believer’s Magazine (March, 1999): 73-74).

My question is threefold: (1) What do you think of Mr. Newell’s philosophy of preaching?

(2) Does the condition Brother Newell describes have any bearing on conditions in North
America? (3) In light of his remarks, how would you describe the preaching in your assembly
(anonymous replies will be accepted)?
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Faculty Additions

Emmaus is pleased to announce the
addition of several new faculty mem-
bers for the 2011-12 academic year.
Sheri Popp and Megan Von Bergen
join us as full-time faculty members;
Kristin Eby and Joshua Miekley join
us as adjunct faculty.

Sheri (Vititoe *90) Popp, and her
husband, Robb (’92) are both EBC
alumni who met at Emmaus and were
married in the Marble Chapel by Ken
Daughters. Sheri holds a B.S. in
Biblical Studies from Emmaus and a
M.Ed. and an Ed.S. from Missouri
Baptist University. The Popps have
been living in the St. Louis area for
the past 17 years where Sheri taught
English and Social Studies at both the
middle school and high school level.
Sheri will teach in the Teacher Educa-
tion and General Education depart-
ments and assist with assessment plan-
ning and processes. In their free time,
Robb and Sheri enjoy golf, volleyball,
and trout fishing.

Megan Von Bergen joins our
General Studies department. She spe-
cializes in English literature and writing.
Megan holds a B.A. in English from
Bob Jones University and an M.A. in
English from Kansas State University.
Megan comes to Dubuque almost
directly from the Czech Republic
where she has been teaching high
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school English for the past several
months. She combines her love of lit-
erature (especially Milton and Dante)
with a love of traveling and has been
to both Europe and China. In addi-
tion to teaching English composition
and literature classes, Megan is coor-
dinating the new Academic Support
Center at Emmaus.

Kristen Eby and her husband,
John, and two daughters, live in the
Dubuque area. Kristen teaches vocal
and choral music in Dubuque both
privately and at the University of
Dubuque. She joins our Music depart-
ment as an adjunct faculty member,

teaching private voice lessons and a

course in Diction and Song Literature.

Joshua Miekley joins the Inter-
cultural Studies department as an
adjunct faculty member. Joshua holds
a B.A. in Christian Education from
Wheaton College, an M.E. in
Literacy/TESOL from the University
of Cincinnati, and is currently pursu-
ing his M.Div. at Trinity International
University. He has ministered in both
Kosovo and Albania as a church
planter and a teacher, most recently
teaching at Albanian Bible Institute
from 2009-2010. Joshua and his wife,

Bona, have three children.

Missions Trip to Ireland

On May 17, I joined nine other team
members (ages 18 to about 72) from
the U.S and Canada on a three week
missions trip to Ireland with TnT
Teams (www.tntteams.org). We spent
one week in Newcastle West (Co.
Limerick), one week in Waterford,
and one week near Dublin helping
local missionaries and believers with
magazine deliveries, door-to-door
evangelism, open air street evangel-
ism, youth clubs, and a few other
ministries. We were privileged to have
several musicians on the team, and
singing became a significant part of
our activities in the local church
meetings, open air street evangelism,
and even an Irish fair!

[ would like to share two encour-
aging stories of our time near the end
of the trip. One of the afternoons as
I was knocking on doors with a girl
from the local assembly near Dublin,
we had a really encouraging conversa-
tion with a girl named Katrina. We
asked her if she owned a Bible and if
she had ever read it. She did not own
a Bible but said that she was reading

some of it online. She has attended
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Summex Trip to France

Rome Study Tour
May 14-30,201 1
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Lisa Beatty Apr 27-29

Jon Glock Feb 5, 12, 19, 26

Joel Hernandez Apr 20-22
June 9-15

Ben Mathew Mar 9, 10
Mar 11
Apr 15, 22

Sandy Creek Bible Camp

Oak Lawn Bible Chapel

Northern Hills Bible Chapel

Missionary Orientation Program

St. Louis Area Conference
Fenton Bible Chapel
Warrenville Bible Chapel

Washington, TX

QOak Lawn, IL

Cincinnati, OH
Greenwood Hills, PA

St. Louis, MO
St. Louis, MO
Chicago, IL




Donnie Patten Feb 19, 26
Apr 1,8

Mark Stevenson Mar 7-9
Mar 25, May 6
April 27-29
May 20, 27

Warrenville Bible Chapel
Park Manor Bible Chapel

Spurgeon’s College
Allison Bible Church
Wyecliff Bible Chapel
Warrenville Bible Chapel

Warrenville, IL
Elgin, IL

London, England
Allison, TA
Edmonton, Canada

Warrenville, IL




Dear Friends,
g people could gather for intensive study of the Bible,
This mission continues today. Every Emmaus student
r. Through these 70 years we have been able o make

Emmaus began 70 ycars ago as a school where youn
including an emphasis on New Testament principles.
majors in Bible and learns the principles we hold dea
a number of improvements, without comprising our institutional mission or historic doctrinal statement.
We are now a Lully accredited four year bachclor's degree granting institution of higher learning. We have
4 beautiful residential campus in a college town in the Midwest. We offer complementary double-majors
in the professions to allow a wider range of students to complete their studies with us. We teach the Bible
world-wide. Every day 1500 of our lectures are downloaded [rom the internet through iTunces University.
rience is intimate and personal. Our students delight in building meaningful mentoring

The Emmaus expe
leaders on the mission field, in local churches,

relationships with our faculty and stafl. Our graduates are
and in the professions.

The cost of educating students today is daunting. We spend $22,859 per student per year for their education.
Our list price is $19,520. The difference of $3,339 per student is subsidized by gifts from people like you.
Most of our students need much more help, and we look to the Lord to provide the gifts necessary to help
The small investment up front in biblical education for [uture leaders pays overwhelming dividends

them.
he ministries of our graduates. I you know young people who would benefit from an

when we obscrve L
Emmaus education, please recommend us {0 them!

Our vision is to become a Bible College of national distinction for the glory of Ged. We want our programs
and ministries to be of the highest quality so that our graduates are equipped to serve and lead with
excellence. We also seek to serve you directly. If you have been blessed by the teaching ministry of Journey
Muagaczine, please consider altending our national leadership development conference Iron Sharpens Lron.
Many tell us it is their favorite conference. If you are a serious Bible student, ask us for The Emmaus
Journal. Tt is one of the best evangelical theological journals in the country. If you wish you could sit in our
classrooms. download our courses and conference messages through iTunes U. Visit www. emniaus.edu/

online for instructions.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Alan Daughters
President




